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[n the year 1567, Kings Fame: the ſixth being happily Crowned 
in his Cradlg, Faly 29, a Parliament was held at þ on the 
15. of if ame Earl of Aanrray gorges 
gre during thy t inority, the (ret Caf -- "ws 

derhe ſtaple b- obo} 
ien was —_— Enatted, that fc. as oppoſed that Confeſſiun, -—_ re» 
fuſed to participate of the Sacraments; as they were then miviſtred, 
ſhould not be reputed for members of the Kirk within that King dom. 

"And that they might for ever after (as far as the wiſdom and po- 
licy of man could reach) prevent the Apoſtaſic of the Nation from 
the Faith then ſolemnly owned, and its Relapſe into Pogery and 
Idolatry, it was Ordained that all Kings, Princes, gzad Magiſtrates, 
ſhould atrhe time of their Coronation, or Receipt of they Prince- 

' Authoriry, take their Great, Oath itt the Preſence of God, Ther 

ſhalt maintain the — Chrift, NTY 
lus holy Word, and due Sarraments then 
nd fl lh ol lh recom ee fre 

this eminent advance towards a pcric@ Retormation, Mr. Job 

Knex was a great Inſtrument, a perſon of ptr mgen— 4 
nothing mean is ſpoken, » BY 
om —__— 
bulent, fatious : 
pious, learned, =. But to {] 
15 engaged in, or leaning to the 
he citber. extolled to Heaven, or decried to 

Bale 3 Century 14.) Charatterizes him as a 
YAAure, (COTA notable zeal, and 
wg the 1ſt, almoſt then a ſtranger 

Bea ks hi the 
nant Wit, bis 


tor, bays foreman por. Salo are Golpt 


hs Cort nero by his Exile. in England ; ray 74 
nod an oe made «© hiry "of a Bedopcick, 


WAS 
TEA ike hog on Pcus aroma 6 
"A | 


Aon. a 


Rang, aothey Fines way of the i 
But that which in my is his 
atteſtation from Heaven it , bs this, 


ine, and Goyerument of the Church, yet ſtill this Confeſſos has 
OW Ong hn and conkder- 
ci 'tivy tno or power will 
> pmgmenep pigs | on ves 
.- g yr (rp ernnny woypoenn hendenernge te 
| c. nox De grown 10to contempt among man chem, | 
his Diſcipline bated ro the death, his Principles as to Mogiarchy | 
readred odious, yet no attempt (at leaſt none ſucceſsful ) has been Fo 
et made to repeal that Syſteme of Doctrine peaned by hum and his 
| nmr Infomuch that when this preſent year 1681, an Oath 
was impoſed by the Parliament to be taken by all that brar ary pablick. 
Truſt \, this Confeſſion was referred to therein, as the meaſure of che 
common belief, the Teſt of the publick Orthodoxy, and the ſtag- 
ding ſcale of the Proteſtant Religion current in the Nation. 


a. 


CHAP. I 
© Of the Confeſſion of the Faith owned in the Church of Scotland, 


HE late Impeachment of Archibald Earl of for Hi 
T Treaſon, as it hath CO en IS 
in ſo eminenta 


Charaſter as one 
cre! Council, and a 


4.) 


it anent Relig 04s Te pale Hbeg þ the laſt day of 
Angaft, Pony we dra Eugenes the ad Karl a 
Put an interpretation upon it before the Secrer Council, when called 
on to take the ſaid Oath according to the duty of his place. This 
ation of: his was cenſured by ſome as raſh, and unadviſed, by others 
as Chriſtian, and conſcientious ; and divers men gave their divers 
godgmenrs thereof, as intereſt, or affe&tion, or perhaps as better 
1afarmation didtated to thern, till at laſt it was reporred chat his faid 
Interpretation purported T reaſon, and that he would be tried upon 
it for his Life, his Honours, and whole Eſtate; 

No ſooner did his Explanation or Inter ion of the Oath ap- 
.pear- in Print, but 'the judgments, conjeftures, and gueſſes of all 
men-ere hard at work, to divine wherein the Treaſon imputed 
to it ſhould lie ; for the ſuperficial Readers could diſcern in it po- 

ing but what was rational, loyal, modeſt, and becoming a good 
Chriſtian, but the more prying and politick heads ſoon diſcovered a 
-vein of moſt horrible Treaſon lurking in it. And becauſe all men 
are nat-of the ſame depth of judgment, but ſome are apt to make 
a baſty and ſlighty jadgment of matters, 1 have thought. it conveni- 
=p fatisfaftion I could arrive ro-my elf, and to 
lay the world whatever of Treaſonablenefs and diſloyalty 1 
could find therein, 

And becauſe the aforeſaid Oath doth in the firſt place relate to 


the aich befi it is abſolutel 
Confeſſion of F ore mentioned, it is os Armane 


that | give ſome account thereof, as humbly conceri 

ble to came to.a determination, whether the Earl had 

for his ſcrupulous heſitancy in ſubſcribing before it be cleared, what 
the Texer and nature of that Confeſſion is, to which Subſcription 
is ſo peremptorily required. 

This Confeſſion is compriſed in 25 Articles : The 1. of God : 
2. Of the Creation of man: 3. Of Original Sin: 4. Of the Reve- 
lation of the Promiſe : 5. The continuance, ation and en- 
creaſe of the Church : 6. Of the lacarnation of Jeſus Chriſt : 5. Why 
it behoved the Mediator to be very God, and very Man: $. Of 
Eleftion : 9. Of. Chriſts Death, Paſſion and Burial =. 10. Of the 
Refurreftion:: 11. Of. his Aſcenſion: 12. Of Faith in the Holy 
.Ghoſt: 13. Of the cauſe of Good-works : 14. What works are 


of the Sacraments : 23. / ppertain : 
24. Of the-Civil Magiſtrate * 25. Of the Gifts freely given to the 


Church. 

From theſe naked Heads, and bare titles of the Confeſſion, it = 
be ju to conjecture whence the difficulty ſhould ariſe ; 
ED. the Reader may not complain of __ omiſſion of 
what might poſlibly contribute to his ſatisfation, 1 ſhall freely 
tranſcribe from the ſaid Confeſſion what might poſſibly ſtick with 
bim, or give any occakon to that Salve, or Explanation, with which 
the Earl was willing to take the Oath. 

fa the 16 Article of rhe Church, it is aſſerted, That Feſws Chriſt 
is the anly Head of the Church : In the Teſt it is required to ſwear 
that the Kings Majeſty is the only ſupreme Governoxr in this Real n, (viz, 
of Scotland) over all perſons, and in all cauſes as well Eccleſiaſtical as 
Civil. It is poſſible that as wiſe a man as the Exri may ſuppoſe theſe 
terms,. the only Head, and the only Supreme Governoxr, are equivalent, 
and that there may be though no real, yet a ſeeming contradiltion, 
which might be ſufficient ground for an explanation of the Oath, 
that no quarrel might afterwards ariſe either between him and his 
Conſcience, or between him and his Prince; however, it might poſ- 
ſibly come into his head to adjuſt matters, ſo that he might not ſer 

{2s Chriſt, the ing, and his Conſcience together by cars, as 

ing well if he did, who would have the beſt of itn the iſſye ; 

And yet | proteſt I dare neirher put a conſtruftion upon the Confeſ. 

on upon the Oath, or upon the Earls Explanatory Declaration, becauſe 

I cannot prognoſticate what may be Treaſon it eyer 1 ſhould have ſo 
lictle wit as to travel Northwards. 

ln Article 19, _ Notes whereby the tras Kirk # diſcerned from 
the falſe : we hind the Church renouncing Linea! Deſcent (or ſucceli- 
on) as meant of thoſe Netes,or aſſured T ckens, whereby the Immaculate 

of Chriſt 11 known from the borrible Harlot, or Kirk malignam. ln 

wy > ws ork ſwear that there hes no oblig ation upon him 
from the Nats ; Or the Solemn League and , bs an 
deaveur any change or alteration wn the Government, either in Church or 
State, av it 14mow aft abliſhed. Now whether he conceived that a Linea 
Deſcent of Prieſts from Biſhops and Archbiſhbops, might not poſſibly 
rug bim up as bigh as the | Hierarchy, is a ſecret in his own bo- 
ſom, and not to be:nalockt by any bold conjecture of mine. 

It's more ſuſpicious that what follows in the ſame Article 
adpiaiſter ſome appearance of contrariety between the 


(6) 
for in this Article we read thus, Ecclefiaftical Di 
, whenreky wice «1 


and that he ated no otherwiſe than in bis place and ftarion. 

He might alſo conceive (for ought | know) that it was not fimply 
impcflible for a Church in her Canons, for a Nation in its Ad: and 
Laws to contradict it ſelf; for bekdes that it ſeems the iar 
Prerogative of the Sacred Oracles not to admit of real ſelf-coatra- 


= 


the ſpirit of 65 419 mot 
Al ther f ry: Irs wa | 
Council may be contrary and 


or mas 
lignity of the Trealon ſhould lodg, vnlefs there any Au- 
thentick Charter of _ py ſent down in a Portman- 
tle, which has influenced the bly with this Sacred priviledg. 
In the 22 Article of the right adminiſtration of Sacraments, there 
ſeems ſomewhat which may miniſter cauſe of ſtumbling to a weak 
ron Vit FS wy be rightly —_ we judg ro 
mos ſite, the one that t mtr ate Miners, 
bes el Caf chſen by fo —_— — 
that the Earl might conceive that the preſent Mini not being 
Bi We ied be on =_ _—_ Biſh ao mm mt ng 
fo, and in ome at "Ps 
were not therefore lawful Miniſters and Paſtors of the flock, as 
wanting that Elefion which the Article makes © necellary — 


(7) 
right Sacraments, 


as are ove 
ks” mad forther be might conceive 
pelied ro ſwear that he would endeavour no alteration, in his place and 
and lawful. 


R means 
453 beremto is alerted in the @me Article, as the ſecond 
EEE Vit That 


Elements, and in ſuch Ged 
ter—ar ex doryare; So] ane ſuc aide 


Ree i ther we fe __ RONEIINE ICopats- 
_ Munſter ere. wo Miſter; E 


part 
a Fuec0a mk Ber ed, fa urle, par poor 

are but mens inventions. Whereas therefor e the Oath requires - 
him to ſwear as in the preſence of God, that be owns, and ſancere 
prefeſſe? the Proteſtant Religion contained in the Conſeſſun of Fai 
(whereof this Clauſe is a main part) recorded in the firſt Parliament of 
King James the Sixth, and that be believes the ſame founded on and a> 
greeable to Gods Word \, and thereupon promiſes and s that thinking. 
adhere thereto all the days of bus life. And perbaps Roſes? ang 
that he fees fome Ceremonies at 
eſtabliſh by ſome other Law, accordin —_ 7-4 
ment have no more warrant from Gods Word, than Os, and ' 
Sperie, which that Article condemns for ſuch iaventias, of men, 2s 
ich 2x they are ven 10 Jy frm. | fa having Jeſwo Chrift, and 

ag wh Poder ud tte | fay having theſe conceptions, . 

_— leſt he books ich _— «4 
n—_ Sabvs, either repugn the Arri- . 
cle which he ſwears to, or ef — we rymrgem that he will 


4 


1 Ren LEP Table hr athgev or be- 
ing at 's Mbinien avd Soike with their brethren, do cat wnworthuly.. And 
therefore it 3s that in our Churches, Miniſters taks publick, and particles 
examination of rhe knowledg and converſation of ſuch as 4.4 10 be adwined + 
te the T able of onr Lord Yeſts. 4 
Ta , 


priviledg ; cle is expreſs of 


faith;, ſuch as can examine themſelves of their faith and charity, Se- 
condly, we haye matter of fa#, what was the aſage and ice of 
that Church as then rouſtiruted and eſtabliſhed, and that is expreſ- 
ſed thus, They take both publick and particular exammation of the 
hnowledg and lover of theſe that are to be admitted to the Lov X 
" But now ſuppoſe the Earl had obſerved that the 
was contrary to the declared right ; ſuppoſe he ſaw the former Diſ. 
cipline negleed,and it may be other for admiſſion jatroduced, 
ſuppole he knew that vicious and debauched perſons were ordinarily 
and promiſcuouſly admitted to that Ordinance, without proviees 
examination in publick z, Icannot tell but it might ſtumble bim into 
a conceit, that it was his duty to endeavour 4 reformation accerdi 
to the Word of God, and the Doltrine of the Church, which be 
ſworn to; and that he mult be guilty of downright perjury, if be 
ſhould ſwear to the Confeſſion, and that Clauſe in it, And therefore 
it 51 that in our Churches Miniſters tale publick_ and particular exantinati- 
on of the knowledg and conver ſation f ſuch as are to be admitted, if real- 
ly, and in fat there be no ſuch publick and particular examination 
taken. 

Theſe things I have only mentioned, not monks nheher ie 
deed his Lordſhip ſcrupled at any or all of them, but lumply propo» 
ſing what he might pollibly ſcruple, in caſe he was of a timerous and 
tender ſpirit : But poſlibly there may be more ground of ſuſpici 
from what follows, Article 24, Of the Crvil Magstrate ;, for here "ths 
not impoſſible but he might find ſome expreſſions which came not up 
fully to that height of Loyalty and zeal for his Prince, which he was 
conſcious of in his own breaſt ; which Clauſes h they mighe 
ſpeak nothing bur the truth, yet perhaps might not ipeak rhe whole 
truth ;, and though they allerted nothing but Loyalty, yet they 
might ſpeak ſomething ſhort of a Subjects compleat Loyalty. 

And to tell the rruth, 1 have heard from an car-witneſs, that.the 
Reverend Biſhop of Edenburgh in a Sermon preacht by him preſen- 
ly after the 4# for the Teſt was paſſed, declared openly in the Pul- 

it, that the Teff did contain ſomething more than what was to be 
nd in the Confeſſion, which yer without contradiction might well 
be; nevertheleſs let ns hear the Avricle it felf, We confeſs and avew 
that ſuch as reſiſt the Supream powers, (doing that which appertaineth 
co their e) reſt Gods Ordinance, and therefore cannot be gialt» 
ef. And further, we affirm that whoſoever deny to them their aid, counſel, 


that' ave © 


yy it's 
with an odd Clauſe, viz. Doing that which ap: 
aye. 2. They declare for aftive obedience, ws 

pavers ;, but withal "ti white che Privices 
travel in executing their Office. $0 that at the firſt 


long as they travel, 
duty, they are attroely to 
obeyed, wiſe not. And who can tell that the Ear! might nor 
fear that ſomething herein might be ſhort of his duty, and therefore 
deſire he might explain hianſ: mp rr res 
bind up bumnjelf _ any Alteration, which might reſtrain 
rept irspd arepr ye is Tiving 6 were wverſal and wnli- 

It is true, the Secret Council has given an Explanation of 
matrer, which is far enough from Impeachment of = 
But yet it would be ftranger, that his Cxplanation of the T ro a 
ſenſe ſo conform to that of their Lordſhips ſhould ever be conſtru- 
ed up high, as High Treaſon. 

But that which ſeerns moſt y the greateſt is what 
we meet withal in vr. 14 1F+ 
fore God ? ef Tyamy is enumerated as a work 
mor pot, within the parricular duries of the 
the evil work 


that God hath placed in Amtherity , "while they paff not over the 
of ter Of. If theſe conſeRctony (tne = Gechararicn of 
+» Of 
« ſenſe as might retider the Confedfion | nor detogatoty to, vor 
his Loyalty, at leaſt it's very ſevere to 1ntetpret the 
fe beer with the 


and ſcroptes of 
rhe Oath Is 


B CHAP. 


C16 } 


CHAP. IL 
Of the Oath to be taken by all Perſons in Publick Traft. 


Y next labour muſt be to give the Reader a true of 
the Oath or Teft, that ſo comparing the Oarb with the Confeſ- 
ſeen, the Reader may have the better light to form a compariſon 
rween them, and ro make a judgmeat 3 mn bs ds ove bread 
obeiter horeie Hand and es camel be fuſpetted any con- 
trariety between them that mi © move a k 

Chriſtian, a rational man, to 
to it. 


The Tenor of the Oath to be taken by all Perſons 
in Publick Truſt. 


| n——ſolemnly ſwear in preſence of the Eternal God, whom T in- 
Vocate as Jude, and Winefi of my ſincere intention of this my Oath, 
That I own, and ſincerely profef be trae Proteſtant Religion, comained 
in the Confeſſion of Faith, recorded 4n the firſt Parliament of King 
James the ſixth ;, and that I believe the Lf founded on, and agree- 
able to the wrines Word of God. | And dere promiſe ice I ſhall 
adbere thereto, during all the day ens, and ſhall endeavour to 
educate my Children therein : ps fx. * 10 any on 
alter ation contrary thereto : And that 1 Ly y oats pou renounce all ſuc Ba 
ciples, Doftrines, or Pratticts, whether Pops, or Phanatical, which 
are contrary unto, 3 <7 = the ſaid Proteſtant Religion, 
«nd. Confeſſion of Faith. hank of my Obedhency to my 


Moſt. Gracious I do affirm and 
wear, by this Serge CHARLES eefroes's s the eme 
fvrs lpakony ſay pul out A ee 


Eccleſiaſtical a 2H And that ne foreign Prince, Per Fahey he des 
late, Stave, or Poentave, hath, or ou bt to bave any Jursdillion, Power 


ditions, Powers, Smperiorities 
from benceforthy I ſhall bear. Faith and rue Allegiance to the Kings Ma- 
teſty, Hic Heirs and lawful Succaffers. Aud to my power ſhall aſſift _ 


OWF 


fend, all , "Ry ” pl , 
fa Sacerſers _ ee en _—_ Mie my Galen Oh 
| for Subjetts, mpon pretence of Reformation, or any 
ot ber pretence whatſorver, to enter inte COrvenants or net, or to Con- 
VOCate, COnvenc, 07 aſſemble 1 ary Counculs, Conventions, or Aſſemblies, to 
treat, Conſul, or determine, un axy maiter of State, Coord or Ecc 
wrthout Hi Majeſt ies ſpecial command, or exprefi licence bad thereto, or to 
raky np Arms ag aint the King, or thoſe lonated by Him : And 
mage cre ane be ge b Covenants, or 

: Hind that there lies no = ey, og the National Cove- 
_ or the Solemn Covenant (ſo commonly called) or any 
arr be er tten abt nnd paefect by the 


and ſbltion, 12 | ſhall anſwer to God. nd fnally Fed nd 
ſwear, that this my ſolemn Oath 4 given in the plain gerine ſenſe and 
meanreng of the wor ds, without any equuvocation, mental reſervation, or 
manner of evaſion, what ſocver. nt ches I hall was acouge; r-6hs any tie 
penſatidn from any Crea-ure whatſoever, So help me God. 


That an Oath is a part of immediate Divine Worſhip, cannot be 

—_— any that underſtand the nature of that ſolemn Appeal to 

z that, we ought to ſwear in truth, righteauſnef and judgment, is as 
tle queionaiet them that believe the Scriptures to be theWord 
of ; whoever therefore ſhall ſwear to what he knows to be 
falſe, or to Fhat he knows not to be true, ſtands guilty of raking 
the Name of God in vain, who will not (whatever men may do) ac- 
quit him of that Profanation without repentance. 

lt becomes therefore every Chriftian who would free himſelf of 
this guilr, adviſedly, deliberately, with great care and caution to 
_— this Sacred Ordinance of God, to make inquiry before bis 

leſt having raſhly enſoared his ſoul, he finds himglf in a nooſe 
winch he may ſooner cut than untye. 

In all dOaths, penned and preſcribed by others, the words 
of the are to be taken in the moſt narwyal, plain, caſic, and fa- 
miliar ſenſe. If the Oath be ſo wnbappily penned that the words, ſen- 
tences, aod expreſſions thereof are ooriouſl lyable to various and 
different ſenſes, the Impoſer of the Oath ought. bo lain and inter- 
pret his own Fybry neck Log if the lmpoſer affix any ſenſe 

or 


(12) 
or meaning upon the Oath, which tbe and plain Letter of 
the Oath will got bear 5, if in the Grammatical l =7 yt 
ou , ho incongreow fenſe given will affoil the taker of the Qath 
ſinful ſwearing : If the Impoſer ſhall © an Oath that 
according to his ſenſe it is untawtiul to be taken, which yet in the 
proper, plain, and obvious ſenſe is lawful, the Subject may war- 
rantably take the ſaid Qath in its genuine unforced meaning ;, ſor 
there is Do reaſon why the Impoſer ſhould make that a ſnare by his 
falſe ivterpretation, which without ſuch interpretation had 
none at all : If the Impoſer fhall refuſe to interpret and explain bis 
Oath, the Refuſer has a right to offer his own interpretation, to re- 
concile it with its ſelf,and with the Word of God, provided fuch in- 
tion put no force, offer no vialence to any evident ſentence 
or Propoſition in the Oath. H the Impoſer ſhall refuſe = dy 
candid conſtruftion of his impoſed Oath, and not permit rhe Recei- 
ver to interpret for himſelf, and that without ſuch publick and pri- 
vate conſtrution, the Oath as it ſtands ix Termini; appears contra» 
ry to ſome truth (if it be afſtertory) or to ſome. duty (if it be pro» 
miſſory) the ſubjet upon whom it is impoſed, and to whom it is 
tendred, is bound in conkclence to God to refule it, and rather the 
, whatever it be, humbly ſubmitted unto. 
as to the Oath now betore us, that it to be tiken in 


and ing of the werd:. It is very ſtrange to hear men 
ons, hoey Gig cxay fone without Evaſwns; and firſt of all ſolemaly 
to proteſt that they will take the Oath in the plain fenſe, and yet 
afterwards can find no plain ſenſe in which to take it ;, bot becauſe of 
Oaths the world at this day mourns, when the commBbn practice is 
to reſolve firſt to ſwear, and afterwards to ſtudy how to they 
have ſworn lawfully: It is therefore a conſcientious in the 
Subject,to declare in what ſenſe he is willing to be ſworn, and if that 
I OUTER CE Ig cx 

At | ſhall only propound theſe few ies. 

1. 2«, Whether a Rational man, a fancere Chriſtian, 
x, might not poſlibly doubt in the plain i 


(1) 


2. Whether it wight not tw underſtandiogy,-an 
ight conſcience, and ſevere principles of Loyalty, to be caute» 


lous in this caſe whert eyerttic Setter Eancil i ſelf, ſaw a of 
making ſeveral Expla rules according to which it be 
taken for the ſatis/aftiog of thale that wers diffaticfied, and without 
which "cis rore than probable they would acyer have taken it- 

z. Whether an Oath which binds to xhe belief of a Confeſſian of 
Faith, conſiſting of 25 Articles, (ſome of them very prolix) and au 
addition of, ſome other matters, Principles, DoQtrines, and notions, 
which are at leaſt Leger then Principles and Deottrines containgd 
in that Confeſſion, may not miniſter matter of debate between a good 
Chriſtian and is own Conſcience, how far, and in what ſeoſe, with 
what reſtriftions and limirations it onght. to be taken, if ar all it 
may be raken ? ; 

4. Whether ſeeing that in the taking of an Oath great regard is 
to be bad to the principles, ends, intereſts, deſigns of the Impoſers ; 
and ſecing it is moſt evident that rhe Principles, intereſts of the ficſt 

ilers of the Con were differing from the Priaciples of 
the Impoſers of the Oath, it will nor neceſſarily follow, that 
\tis impoſlible to ſwear ro-this Teſt without a contradiltion, unleſs 
we can oblige our ſelves to a belief that Mr. Jobs Xnox, and His 


Majeſties preſent Lord High Commiſſioner, with the Right R 
the Arcin , the Reverend the B Ov coder tg Hons 
Privciet 0560, the f = Cong: ' 
ing of this World, and attaining the next ? | 
i this Oath is impaſed, 
ctear conſequence prove that there is more than or- 
of it ; when as the 


| be ſuppoſed to ſee as far into th nfo of © alk mY 
ro Ice as I2T INTO THe 1aw OL an as 
ers? 

6. Whether it may not create diſturbance in a mans Conſcience 
to ſwear there lyes no obligation upon bim from the National Covenant, 
or the Solewn League and Croenart, Or by any other manner of way 
whatſoever to endeavonr avy alteration inthe G 


| the Church ; 
if the ſame perſon be at the ſame time conſcious imlef of ane! 
Ts, Sn by juſt awthority to endeavour 


alter ation ? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 


the Earl le's ation, or fom © 
ES 0akT;p, Sp rr rhg 04 Tried 4 Gat þ4 
Gailty of High Treaſon. | 


T'u: next ſtep I Thall make towards ſatisfation in this difcult 
'Point, is to Exhibir the Earl of Argyle's Explanation, in which 
he took the Oath, that ſo we may the berrer fift out this latent Tres: 
ſon, which he is like to feel the of ſooner. than we ſhall ſce the 
bottom of ;* which I find Printed at Edenburgh for James Alexander, 
1681: 1 have conſidered the Teſt, and 1 am willing to groe obedience ſo 
far ai I can : I am confident the Parliament never imended to i Con+ 
tradiftory Oath "and therefore I think no man can explain it but for bias 
ſelf;, and reconcile it a1 it i genuine, and agree in its own And 1 
taky it yin ſo far 41 it is conſiſtent with it ſelf, and ihe Proteſt am Religoon : 
And I do declare I mean not to bind up my ſelf, in my ſtation, and in a law- 
ful way to reach and endeavour ms Arr. I think to the advantage of 
Charch or Sta'e,and ripugnant to the Proteſt ant Religion,and my Loyalty, 
and this {pid Spar ey Oen. 7 TY 
The news of the horrid Treaſon wrapped up in theſe words flew 
over inro England ſome' while before we had a true Copy of the Ex- 
planation it ſelf; and I remember well when firſt an Avuthencick 
y compeared befare me el Rog inching upon En nothy oe 
Taps Brethren inther gran urprize, not knowing, nor able- for 
ro Divine wherein the venom ops of this peſtitent Treaſon = 
ſhould Jurk : ſome thought that as be who would needs ſell a wi 
ſtory, had loſt all the wit out of it, ſo the Printer has expunged 
the Treaſon out of his Paper, and that it was as innocent as when 
it was pure blank, ard inits original white : but others more adyi- 
ſed, conſidered, that much Tg mas ina very little room, 
and therefore we ſcanned and fitted, ſearched it oyer and over 
again, if venture we might diſcover the Teraphims bidden a- 
mong the ſtuff}, one of onr company falved the di thus ; That 
ſome things may be Treaſon # eve Country (and that reaſonably too) 
which are not fo in another ;, as they ſay in a neighbouring land "tis 
felony ro ſteal g Hen, but not a Horſe. Art laſt we all agreed v 
this : That Faghſhmen were happy, too happy if they knew their 
'o mn happineſs, who live under a more Southern air, a more tempe- 
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nothing is made a crime but what is o; and where 
penalties are proportion'd to their crimes. | 
Nevertheleſs it was reſolved to try if we could pick out any Treaſon 
from this ſhort note, and accordingly we took it into parcels. 

1. 1 beve conſidered the Teft ]- tiot» cannot be. Treaſon, when 
the matter of it is duty,and weighty too: He that is to ſwear ought to 
conſider with himſelf whether he may lawſally take it or no, how far it 
binds, and in what capacity he > to keep it inviolate. | 

2. And am defirows to groe obedience as far ai I can.) God himſelf 
would accept this deſire for the deed it ſelf, he that has a heart univer- 
fally prepared to obey God,and in ſome ſingle particular queſtions, whe- 
ther this matter be commanded or no, an error it may be, a crime it is 
not, it has not the will in it, no not by interpretation, if the ignorance 
be really invincible. As far « I can with conſiſtency to my known duty 
to God; as far as 1 can with the and quiet of my Cor- 
ſcience. And farther, no Prince will delire obedience to a poſitive Law; 
at the worſt, not to have obeyed ſo far as he could in this matter, is 
made but a High Miſdemeanour, not High Treaſon, by the ACt it ſelf, To 
be declared incapable of publick truſt, and 10 caſe they ſhall execute any ſuch 
publick truſt, ro be puniſhed with the lof of their Movables, and life rent 
eſcheat : no penalty that extends to life. 

3. I am confident the Parliament never intenlled contradiGory Oaths.) And 
forely it's hard to conceive that fuch-an honourable thought of the Par- 
liament ſhould be adjudged Treaſon: I was ready to fay, 1 am as confi: 
dent as he, but I am taught more dilgretion, by conſidering what his con- 
fidence coſt him : But as confident as the Earl is, that they never intended 
it ; "ris not ſimply impoſſible but that they might commur as great an er- 
rour as that comes to ; eſpecially when perbaps they had not at that 
time conſulted all the numerous, almoſt innumerable Afts that: lye unre-- 

ed in their, yoluminous Scarute books ; and withcu: lopponl that 
intended, they might impoſe an Oath that might interfere 
cither: with: ſelf, the Confeſſion of Faith, or ſome other Law ot the Realar, 


| | A wr ond uae | ATT 
by e. ] think no man can explain it but for binſclf._] It the 
poof do not-explain it, whilſt - gn in being, 1 kgow bo that 
can give an Authentick Interpretation ;*for owjus eſt condere,cius eſt inter- 
pretafi. The Law maker is the only interpreter \, and whcs Laws are 
made and inter with the greateſt authority, every, man.in the laſt 
reſort d6es and mult anterpret for kinyelf, for. when the Legiſlator has 
giren the ſenſe of hizown Law, yet the Subject will and mult Judg whe- 
ther that ſenſe be agreeable or na .,,, otherwiſe, if he reſolves to ruſh on 
Molhey ar faith, and, blind obedience, he might with equal honeſty 
v. 


al'owed all without ſuch Interpretation. 5. Andi 
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. Ard rake th fo fir a7 ir ir tnfifent with i ſelf, andthe Proteſt ant Telg 
a And what burt, can cher Bo In Nin, 1f 7 ould tO rhe 
le fof av 43 it is the Word of God? (All that can bei as the cauſe 
of that limitation is no more bur this, that poſſibly-the Tranſlation may 
be in ſome places beſides the mind of the Peuman z, or that theerrour of 
the Scribe may have imtroduced ſome ſmall erfour. into ſome few Copies. 
However it wer&levere if a matt ſhoold be denounced ati incorrigidle He. 
retick, for the xfcer offer of fuch'a reſtrition ;, and if this Lord did pro. 
pound ſuch a limitation, it wasburt Aburdans raxtels, which hurts not, or 

ought not to do {o, | 

6. And 1 do declave I moan net tobind ap my ſelf in my ſtation, and in « Lew. 
ful way to wiſh ard endtavony avry alteration I rink, to the advantage of rhe 
Church or State.” 'As there is no perſon that is a member of any Church 
of State, but ought in his capacity tocontribote what lyes in his power in 
a lawful way to the welfare of both; and as this Lord was in a higher 
capacity (being a member both of the preſent Parliament, and the Se- 
cret Council) than many others, ſo had he far greater opportunities, and 
advantages of ſerving both than many, than moſt others. And be. 
cauſe there is no Nation in the world whoſe Conſtitutions are ſo abſo- 
lutely perfect as not to be capable of Melioration, fo it were a foul re. 
aouncing of that truſt which God and the King have repoſed in him, to 
vow that he will never endeayour to make any alteration for the berter. 
Thar which is convenient in one age or times, appears very inconveni- 
ent in another. As the circumſtances of things vary, fo may, ſo ought 
the Laws ; 1 mean thoſe which are n#t built upon eternal a COM 
mon to all Governments. And yet ſo cautelous was this Earl of giving 
offence, that he inſerted thoſe excellent Clanſes, In my avon, and in 4 
Lewful way; and if it be Treafon in fuch' a manner ro endeavonr an alters- 
tion for the attvantage of Church or State, there's no honeſt way to yore in 
Parliament for the repealing of an inconvenient Law, or the bringing in 
of an uſeful Statute, without being guilty of High Treaſon. 

7, And repagnant to the Prote Religion, and :] In this 
Coatoſe ona he Fj not intend to =—_ op bimſelf = in his ſtari- 
on, and in alawful way) to endeavour eration that way be repurnam (6 
the Proteſtant Religion, and bis Loyalty ys and why honld he when the end 
of the'ſaid Oath and Teſt is to ſecure both? and it would be rigid go in- 
terpret a firm adherence to the Proteſtant Religion, and to rhe 
Prince, to be High Treaſon, and tp cat his Life es for that,to which 
he'is obligedfo fwear be will adhere to altrhe days of bi life. ' _ * 

Laſtly, That be takgs this Explanation to be part of his Oath) is no more 
than what all Int ions are ;, for ſeeing the ſewſe of the Law is the 
Law, the ſenſe of the Oath mult needs be part of bir Oath, 
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And adrhit he arifock, when he took this for a part of his Oath, eve- | 
#ake is not z and *ris pity this ſhould be ſo. And yet to 
c im of any intention of Hi h Ticaon in this Explanation, there 


needs no more than this; It mult for eyer render the Council inexcu- 
able before God and all the World ; that if they knew that every 
interpretation of an Oath, made by a private Perſon for his own truce 
was indeed Treaſon ; that they did not timouſly ſtop hm, and ſhew 
him the danger he was in, if he ſhould proceed in his begun relolutt- 
on ? But ir's more than probable, they knew as licle of High-Treaſon 
in ſuch an Action as the Earl himſelf, till ſome State-Lawyers, to gain 

te, told them how to ſqueeze Treaſon out of Innocency, and 
make Loyalty it ſelf Crimin 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Explanatory Ad of the Secret Council. 


FT: increaſes the wonder of all men, that the Earl of Argy/e's Explana- 
tion of the Teſt ſhould be found High-Treaſon; when the Secret 
Council (a Parliament, that very Partiament were ſtill in Being ) did 
the ſame thing, in the gencral, withour thoſe qualifying Reſtrictions 
of endeavouring in ones Station, and in a lawful way: but becauſe 
that of the Council carries a greater face of Authority, I ſhall refer 
- —_— to it, as we have it from the Publick Gazertc, of Nov. 24. 
1681, 
Edinburgh,” Nov. 3. 


His Majeſties Privy Council here have made the following A# 
concerning the T EST. 


Om pr as ſome have entertained Jealouſics -and Prejudices 
againſt the Oath and Teſt appointed to be taken by all Perions in 
Publick Truſt, Civil, Eccleftaſtick, or Military, in this Kingdom, by 
the Sixth Aft of his Majcſties Third Parliament, as if BEwney ay 
were to ſwear to every Propoſition or Claule of the Confeſſion of Fai 

therein mentioned, or that Invaſion were made x by upon the Incrin- 
fick Spiruual Power of the Church, or Power of the Keys ; or asif the 


poune Epiſcopal Government of this National Church by Law Eſta- 
, were thereby expoſed to the hazard'of Alftration or Subycr- 
fon; all which are far from the ation or DeGgn of the Parlia- 


menrs 


(18) | 
ments _npotng this Oath, and from the Gerwine Scenic and Meaning 
thereof : Therefore his Royal yg Majeſties High Com-- 
miſfioner, and the Lords of the Privy Council, do allow, authorize 
and impower the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, to adminiſter this Oath 
and Te# ro the Miniſters in their re{pc&tive Dioceſlcs, in this exprels 
Senſe, as the Senſe of the Parliament. 

1. That though the Confteſhon of Faith ratihed in Parliament, i 5G7. 
was framed in the Infancy of our Reformation, and delerves it's due: 
Praiſe; yet by the Tef we do not ſwear to every Propoſition or Clauſe 
therein contained, but only to the True Proteſtant Religion founded 
on the Word of God, contained in that Contelhon as it is oppoſed to 
Popery and Phanaticiſm. 

2. That by the Te#, or any Clauſe therein contained, no Invaſli- 
on or Incroachment 1s made or intended upon the Intrinſfick Spiritu- 
al Power of the Church, or Power of the Keys, as it was exerced by 
the Apoſtles, and the moſt Pure and Primitive, in the firſt three Cen- 
wurics after C hriſt, and which is ſtill referved intirely to the Church. 

3. That the Oath and Tef is without any Prejudice tothe Epiſcopal 
Government of this National Church, which is declared by the hrff 
At of the ſecond Scthon of his Ma xſtics firſt Parliament, tro be moſt 
agreeable ro the Word of Cod, and moſt ſuirable ro Monarchy, and 
which upon all Occaſions, his Majeſly hath declared he will inviola- 
bly and unakerably preſcrve. Ard do appoint the Axch-biſhops and 

ſhops ro reouire the Miniſters in their relbettive Di with their 
firſt Conveniency, to obey the Law in Swearing and Subſcribing the 
torelaid Oath and Terf; with Certification, that the Retuſers ſhall be 
eſtcemed Perſons dilaffected to the Proteſtant Religion, and to his. 
Majeſties Government ; and that the Puniſhment appointed by the 
ftorclaid ſixth Att of his Majeſtics third Parliament, ſhall be imparti- 
ally, and without Delav, inflited upon then. 


Whether by the Laws of Scotland, the Lord Commiſſioner: and the 
Lords of the Privy Comncil, have Power to authorize the Arch-biſtops 
and Biſhops to adminiſter the Oath and Teft in the expreſs Senſe there de- 
dared, is.none of my Province to enquire; nor, 1s it wle vo give 
my ſelf or others Saridaftion in the Point, without an cxatt InſpeRti- 
on into the Laws of the Realm, which I not unto > yer, ſome 
things may be n ed in the faid AQ of planation, which arc wor- 


thy oo Otrrothe. 
L. Preamble of the Explanatory ſuppoſes, that ſome have enter- 
tained Fealonfes and Prejudices againſMthe ſaid Oath and Teft: And = 
Þ» 
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Suppoſition is not without Ground ; for ; | 
the moſt eminent Clergy-mer, and, if I be nor miſintormed, ſome ot 
the Biſhops (at laſt or hit) have crupled it: And amotg others, it 
was the Unhappineſs of the Earl of Argyle to be one. 

2. Ita hence, that their Lordſhips were not ignorant of thoſe 
Jealoules that were got irito Mens Heads, and that many of the Kings 
very good Subjefts were in that Number, whom their Honours werc 
williog ro gratific, to condeſcend to their Weaknels by an Interpreta- 
tion, which accordingly they did by this their Act. 

}. That thele Scruples were of ſeveral Natures, ſome upon one 
Account, ſome upon another ; to which, they apply themlſclves (uir- 
ably, as the Difficulty required : and yer, that none of thole under 
Conlideratid6n, were thoſe made by the Earl of Argyle. 

4- One of theſe Jealoulics was as if they were to ſwear to every Clauſe 
or Propoſition of the Confeſſion of Faith therein mentioned.; which the 
Council clears by this Anſwer, That though the Confeſſion of Faith rati- 
fied in Parliameſt, 1567. was framed in the Infancy of our Reformation, 
and deſerves its due Praiſe, yet by the Telt, we do not ſwear to every Pro- 
poſetion or Clauſe therein contained, but only to the True Proteffant Reli- 
gion, founded in the Word of God, contained in that Confeſſun, as it is 0- 
poſed to Popery and Fanaticijm. 

5. Ler it be obſerved, that herein we have, 1. a Scrauple. Some it 
lecras, in Scotland, ſtumbled at it, that they were obliged to ſwear to 
every Cluſe and Propoſition in the Confeſſon : But, who ſhould theſe be 
that made this ObxxAtion? The Prote/fants,who formed, and firſt com- 
poſed the Conkethon, never queſtioned, never icrupled Subſcription 
to the whole ; it was that which from the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, they contended for, they triumph'd in as their Glory ; and it 
was enacted, that whoever oppoſed it ſhould not be taken for Members of 
their Church: Burt the Papiſts indeed, always from the. Beginning” ro 
this Day, abhorred it, rctuſed Subſcription, except ſuch as by their 
Confeſfors had an Indulgence to ſubſcribe any thing to ſerve” the Pa- 
pal Intereſt. 2. We may further obſerve, what Provifton is hereby 
made for Popith Tender Conſciences, which is laid down, 1. Negative/y. 
Thar by the Teſt we do not ſwear to every Propoſition or Clauſe therein 
contained. Not to every Clauſe * Then to how many, to how few ?-T'6 
which Clauſes are they bound to fwear? We find no Number of 
Clauſcs expreſs'd, which are to be ſworn to, which are not: and the 
Papiſts will doubtleſs be indulgent cnough to themſelves, and-fwcar 
to very few that touch'd' their beloved Principles: fo that the -Papiſs 
have now an Explanation as will _”=_ the I eſt as calle as =_ Cat) 

| 2 clue. 


ſome whole Symds, ſore ot 
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deſire, 2. Affirmatively. We are.to ſwear to the True Froteflant Religs- 
#n therein contained, founded on the Word of God, as it « oppoſed to Po- 
y and Fanaticiſm. Bart, this leaves all at Ulncertaintics: for, 1.wbence 
13 the Tef of Po;ery and Fanaticiſm ? Some will make af things to be 
Popery ; and ſome, Nothing ; ſorne will make al! things Fanariciſm, 
and ſome will makc Nothing fo: So that to {wear to the Confetlion fo 
far only as it is oppoſed to theſe, is to ſwear to every thing, or nothing. 
2. To fwcar to the Confellion © tar «4 "tu founded on the Word of God, 
8 to {wear what every Man will fwear: A Papiſt will {wear to Prote- 
#.mtiſm thus far; tor, he has a twofold Word of God, a written, and 
an written Word of God ; he has a Scriptural and a Traditional Word; 
he's not ſuch a Fool, as to exclude himſelf from Honours, Offic 
Preferments, for a filly Word, catled Protetantiſm; let him be obliged 
to {wear no taxther to it than as'tis agreeable ro God's Word, and he 
will be contented, it he be not diſtraſted : and fo will a Proteſtant 
ſubſcribe to the Councit of Trent, 1o far as tis agrecabic tro the Word 
of God. J. This Comment deſtroys the Texts, it overthrows whar it 
deſigned, or pretended ro delign 4 it pretcads to ſecure the Proteftant 
Keligion, which Proteſtant Religion, is contained in the Confeſſwn of 
Faith ; which Confteſhon of Faith, is ſuppoſed to be founded on the Word 
of God. Burt now comes the Explication, and rells us, we are not ob- 
liged to ſubſcribe ro every Claulc, ro every Propoſition, but.only to 
the True Proteſtant Religion, funded ih the Word of God, contain- 
ed in the Confeſſhon ; whereas the Confeſſir is the Touch-fone, the Teſt 
the Srandard of the Proteſtant Religion, as owned ever ſince the Re- 
formation of the Church of Scotland. 4. All tliat are called Chriſti- 
ans, of whatever denomination, will pretend thar theit - Religion is 
founded on the Scriptures, onely they differ in the Explication there- 
of : ro prevent which Evil, the firſt Reformers in Scorlind; ( and fo 
in _— too ) labour'd to redace the Principles of Religion con- 
tained in the Scriptures to a certainty: which that they might do, they 
drew up the Heads of' their Faith into certain Articles, which they 
own as their Belicf from Gods Word": Pur now comes this lax 
Int on, and not inſiſting upon the truth of, the National 
Contahon of Faich ; they enjoyn men to ſwear to it, not as luppo- 
{mg it conſonant to God's Word, bur ſo far as it is ſo: and there- 
fore not 4 Cliuſes, not alt Propoſitions, are owned ro contain found 
Doftrine, but fuch as are founded on the Word': and yet which 
they are, th ; qu conceal, and leave us to our own liderty 
waltedd &_ out which we pleaſe, for ought can be ſeen to the 
Hax4 6; The 
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6. The other two Scruj les are ſuppoſed to be made by the Prela- 
tiſls, and the Superiour Clergy, and how the Anſwer ſerves and fatis- 
fies their Pretcnſions; as I do not know, fo I ſhall not give my fell 
the rrouble ro enquire : only, where we may ſuppoſe the Kingdom 
of ScotLind to contain in it three forts of Perſons, Firſt, Papiſts; Sc- 
condly, High-flown Prelatiſts; Thirdly, the old Breed of the firſt Re- 
formers; Here are Satvv's for the firſt and ſecond fort, but no regard 
had to the old Protefants of the fir Edition : but ſich a temper found 
out to let in the former, but quite to exclude the Zatter : of which 
ſorr, if we could ſuppoſe the preſent Earl of Argyle to be, we may 
then {ce a ſufficient ground why he could not acquieſce in the Expli- 
eation of rhe Council, being framed for other Intercſts ; and a Rea- 
ſon why it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould explain himſelf, con- 
ſonant to the true and gennine meaning of- the Teſt, which before 
that other forced and violent interpretation of the Council, he had 
not been necvthrated ro do. And the conſeqnence of this Interpre- 
tation will be this, That palliated Papiſts will creep hereby both in- 
to Church and State ; when many conſcientious Proteſtants of the old 
ſtamp will be for ever excluded. 


% 
LL 


CHAP. V. 


Of the Charge or Indi#ment of High-Trcaſon preferred 
againſt Archibald Earl of Argyle. 


E have no hitherto, by any Induſtry of our own, afhiſted by 

our mere Mother Wir, been able to diſcover the High-Trea- 

ſon that may be ſuppoſed to lie hid in that Explication of the Tef,which 
he gave in to the Privy Council ; it remains that we now inform our 
ſelves from more prying Eyes: For, the Sratcs-men and great Lawycrs 
af Scotland, who ſhould beſt underſtand their own Statutes, have, by 
comparing the Fa# with the Law, diſcovered not only Treaſon, but 
many Treaſons in that paper; and therefore, to the. Inditiment or. 
Charge it (elf, I ſhall remicthe Reader. 
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A True Copy of the Indiiment which is preferred againſt Archi- 
bald Earl of Argile, for High-Treaſon, who is to be tryed on 
Monday the 12th, Day of this Inſtant December, 1681. as it 

* was yr & from the Original Records. 


Rehibald Earl of Argile, you are Indifted and Accuſed; 
That albeit by the Common Law of all well governed 
Nations, and by the municipal Laws and Atts of Parliament of 
this, Kingdom, and particularly, by the 21 cap. Stat. 1. Rot. 1.and 
by the 43 Aft of Farl. 2 Jac. 1. and by the 83 Aﬀtof Parl. 5 Jac. 6. 
and the 134 Aft Parl. 14 Jec.6. and by the 204 At Parl. 8 Jac. 
6. all Leiling-makers, and Sellers of them, are puniſhable with 
tinſel of Life and Goods; Likewiſe, by the 7 AC Parl. 7 Jac.6, 
it 1s Statute, That no man interpretthe Kings Statutes otherwile 
than the Statutes bear, and tothe Intent and Effect that they were 
made for, and as the Makers of themunderſtood ; and wholo docs 
to the contrary, to be puniſhed at the Kings Will. And by the 
1 A& Parl. 1 Jae. itis Statute, That none of his Majcſtics Sub- 
jets preſume to take upon-hand publickly todeclare,or privately 
to ſpeak, or write any purpoſe of R ch againſt his Majeſties 
Perſon, Government,or States or to deprave his Laws and Ads 
of Parliament, or miſconſtru& his Proceedings, whereby any miſ- 
liking might be moved berwrxt his Highneſs, his Nobility,and his 
Loving Subjects in rime coming,under pain of Death,certifying 
them that do on the contrary, they ſhall be reputed as feditious 
and wicked Inſtruments, Enemies to his Highneſs, and the Com- 
monweal of this Realm; and the faid pain of Deathſhall be exc- 
cuted againſt them with all Vigour, to the Example of others, 
And by the 2 A Sell. 2. Parl. 1.Car, 2. it is Statute, That who- 
ever (hall by ww. or Remonſtrating, expreſs, pub. 
liſh or declare any Words or Sentences to {tir up the People to 
the diſlike of his Majeſtics Royal Prerogative and Supremacy in 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, of the Government of the Churchby Arch- 
biſbops and Biſhops, as it is now eſtabliſhed by Law, under the 
pain of being uncapable to exerciſe any Oftce, Civil, ts, 
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ſtical-or Militagy{ withut this, Kingdom, m; any tize coming 3; 
Likewaſe, by: the: fundamental Laws of this Nation, and by the 
138 AftPai, 8 Jae. 6. it is declared, That none of his Majeſti 
Subjedts preſume or take upon, hand toimpugne, the Dignity a 
Authority of the three States of Parliament, or to procureInno- 
yation or Dimituron of thei Power and: Authority, under the 
pain of Treaſon; and it is much more Treaſon in any of his Ma- 
jeſtics Subjects to prefume to aker Laws already made, or to 
make new Laws, or add any part to any Law by their own Au- 
thority, that being toalkupe the Legiſlative Power to themſelves, 
which 1s his Majeſtics beſt apd moſtiacommuyaicable Prerogative. 
Yet,true it 1s, that albeit, His Sacred Majeſtydid beſtowupon you 
the (aid Arch. Earl of Argile, thcle vaſt Lands, Juriſdictions, and 
Superiorines, juſtly forfeited to his Maxelty, by the Crimes of 
your deceaſed Father, preferring your Familyto,theſe, who had 
ſerved his Majeſty in the late Rebellion againſtits butalſo par- 
doned and remitted to them the Crimes of Leifing, Making, and 
Miſconſtrufting of his Majeſty and the Parliaments proceedings 
againſt the very Laws above-written, whereof you were found 
ilty, and condemned to die therefore; by the. High Court of 
RE Anno 1662. And raiſed you to the Title and Digni- 
ty of an Earl, and of being a Member in all his Majeſties Juriſ- 
ditions. Notwithſtanding of all theſe and many other Fayours, 
to you the ſaid Arch. Earl of Argile, being put to the Lords of 
his Majeſties Privy Council, to take the Teſt appointcd by the 
At of the laſt Parliament, to be taken by all perſons in publick 
Truſt; inſtead of taking the faid Teſt, and ſwearing the fame in 
the plain Senſe and Meaning of the Words, without Equivoca- 
tion, Mental Reſervation, or Evaſions whatſomever, you declare 
againſt, and defame the faid Att; and haying tq the end you 
might corrupt others 4 yr perniciousSenſ(e, drawing the ſame 
n a Libd, of which Libe}, you diſperſed, and gave abroad C9- 
pics, whereby Evil Example was' given to the Kings Procced- 
ngs, at a Time c{pecially, when his Majeſties Subje&s were cx- 
p_ that Submuſſion ſhould be given-to the'ſaid Teſt 5 and 
ing delired the next Day, to-take the ſame as one <r_ 
miſh-. 
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miſſioners to his Majeſties Treafury, then. did in to. the 
Lords of his Majdſties Privy Council, and rwice m plain 
- t before them, the ſaid defamatory Libel againſt the ſaid 

eſt and A& of Parliament, declaring that ye had conſidered the 
ſaid Teſt, and was defirous to give ence as far as ve could, 
whereby ye clearly infinuate, that ye were not able to give full 
Obcdience, 4 

In the Second Article of which Label, ye declare that ye are 
confident that the Parliament never int to impoſe contra- 
dictory Oaths whereby toabuſe the People with the Belief, thac 
the Parliament had been fo impious as really and aCtually to im- 
poſe contradictory Oaths, and (o ridiculousas to have made an At 
of Parliament (which ſhould be moſt deliberate of all Humane 
Attions) quite contrary to their own Intentions z after which, 
ye ſubſumed, contrary to the nature ot all Oaths, and tothe Ads 
above-cited, that every Man muſt explain'it for himſdlt, and 
take it in his own Senſe; then the Oath ws inpofed to no pur- 
poles for, the Legiſlator cannot be ſure thatthe Oath impoſed by 

im wil bind the Takers according to the Delign and Intent 
for which he appointed it, and the Legitlative Power is taken 
from the polls, and ſetled upon the Taker of the Oath, and ſo 
he is allowed to be the Legiſlator, which is not only an open 
and violent depriving of his Majeſties Acts of Parliaments, wt 
15 likewiſe a ſettling of the Legitlative Fower upon private Sub- 
jets, who are to taks ſuch Oaths. 

In the Third Article of the faid Paper, you declared, 
That "ye take the Tei# in as far only as it is conſiſtent with 
it ſelf and the Proteſtart Religion; by which, you malici- 
ouſly intimate to the Poople, that the faid Oath is inconfi- 
ſtene with it ſelf and the Proteitart Religion, which is not only 
a down-right depraving of the ſazd Act of Parliament, but 1: like- 
wiſe a miſconſtruting of his Majeſty and the Parliaments Pro- 
ceedings, and a miſrepreſenting to the People i the hight de- 
gree,and in the rendere(t Points wherein they be concerned, and 
implying that the King and Parhament have done things incon- 
ſiſtent with the Proteitant Religion; for ſecuring of which, that 


Tei# was particularly invented. In 
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In the Fourth wry EX declared, That you mean 
nn ITE eſt, to op a ER in 
or nar oy ed agar moeng v ye ſhall think for the Ad- 
ot the or State: , al it was des 
ſigned by the faid Att of Parliament. a Oith, t no Man 
ſhould endeavour any Alteration of the Government, cxther in 
Charch or State, as it is now eſtabliſhed 3 and the duty of af 
good Subjedts in bumble manner to obey the preſent Govern- 
ment z yet you not only declared your ſelf, but by your Exam- 
ple invited orhers to think themſelves looſed from Obliga- 
tion, and that it is free for them to make any Alteration in ci- 
ther, as they think fit, concluding your w Paper withtheſc 
Words, [ And this I wnderſtand as a part of my Oath | which is 
not only an Invaſion upon the Legiſlative Power, =s if it were 
lawtul fe you to make to your felfany A& of Part ſince 
he that can make any patt of an Af, can make the whole Fower 
and Authority in both, being the fame 3 Of the whilk Crimes 
above-mentioned, you the laid Archibald Earl of Argile, are no- 
tar, art and part, whilk being found by Aſtize, you ought to be 
niſhed with Pains of Death, Forfature of Life, Lands, and 
{cheat of Goods, . to the Terror of others to doand committhe 
Ice thereafrer. 


Here follows a Liſt of the Afitzers, or Jurors, 
, Sir Robert Dalkel of Glonnel, 
Land Balhmain. 


Lord Regiſter. Hugh Stivingſon, cc. 
D | Here 


- - — CAC - D>——_— '— — - _ ——_— 
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- |. Here follows the Explanation of the TEST. 


(| Have conſidered the Tef, and am very deſirous to give Obedicnce 


fa far as I can; confident the Parliament never intended w 
impoſe contradi and therefore I think ro» man can explain. 
it bur for-himſeſ, and reconcile it as ic is genuine and agrees in its own 
ſenſe; and I rake itin ſo-far as it is conſiſtent with it ſelt and the Prore- 
flant Feligion: And I do declare, I mean not ro bind up my (clt in my 
Stanion, and in a Lawtul way, to wiſh and endeavour any alteration [I 
think rothe advantage of Church-or State, and nant to the Prote- 
f.um Religion, and my Loyalty: and this [ underſtand as a par of my 


Oath. . 
The day of Compirance, 12th of December, 168. 


This-dreadtul Charge we ſee has found out the T reaſons, which to us 
had been for ever a Terra Incognita: Of which 1 ſhall fay hmle, nor 
coubtieg but the- Earl and his. Counſel will_fay the more : only WC 
may make fome obvious Remarks as we go along, thar the Paper may 


not {rem utterly deſolate, and uninhab 
And firſt, We have a recital of fundry Laws and Statutes upon which- 
the Inditment is grounded, and contrary to which rhe Offences laid 


w his charge, are {aid'ro be commitred, One, Act cells us, ©'T har all 
+ Leifng-makers, and ſellers of them, are puniſhable with Tinſcl of 
* Life and Goods. Another, © That whoſoever interprets the Kinos 
* Scatures otherwiſe than the Starures bear, and to the intent and cfteft 
© tharthey were made for, and as the makers of them underſtood, ſhall 
en IE 

is Majeſties Perſon, Gove or Sarc, or deprave his 
« Eaws and Att of Parliament, or miſconſtrue his Proceedings, whereby 
+ miſliking might be moved berween his Highneſs, his Nobility, and 
* his Pouagens ſhall be guilryof Death. Another, That © who- 
%ever, by Wriring, libelling, or Remonſtrating, ſhall publiſh any words. 


©* to ſtir _— of His Majeſties Royal Renagacive in Cauſes Ecrich- 
oF altical otibo vetamentot the Church by -iſhops and Biſhops, 
© as now eſtabliſt'd by Law, ſhall be incapable. w exercite any Office, 
* Civil, Eccleſiaſtical, or _— . Another,” That whoever preturnes 


©* ro implgn the Nignity or of the Three Eftates in Parlia- 
<* mcnt,.ar to proaure-Innovation, or Diminugon of their Power and 
4 Authority; ſhall be liable ro the pain of T Further, it isafſerr- 


ed, (but-not Scarute-aited ) &/That itis much more Treaſon to preſurne 
—— my 


F 
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«to alter Laws already made, or to make new Laws, or add any pare - 
* toany Law by their own Authority... 4 W-77 | 

2« lathe Charge we find a Rehearſal ofzlic Vap-lands, Fnihiieng, 
and Superiorities bejtowed uzon the ſaid Earl by bu Mejepy it chiscan- 
not calily be conttrucd into High-Treaſon, in a well-compoled and 
ſertled Government, although mruc pm that great Etates have ſome- 
runes made their Owners cr4ginad; to'be Rich has of old been to * 
be Guilry. | 

3. We have the cfimparing of the Earl's Faits with the ſeveral Laws 
recited, that fo it may appear that his Alts arc Treaſonable, and his 
Perſon to ſuffer as a I raytor. 

1, He is charged to bave © detamed the Af of Parliament, and to 
©« tave drawn hs Defamation into a Libel, ro the end he might cor- 
&« rupt others by his icious Senſe, and to have diſpericed, and to 
© have given ,opics thereof, whereby evil Example was given 
©« to the Kings Proceedings. That he gave in to the Lords of the Coun- 
« cil the faid Libel, and owned it twice in Judgment, and that he de- - 
© clared, he had conſidered the Te#, and that he was deſirous to give 
« Obedience as far as he could : Whence he is charged to have cicarly 
© inſinuated, that he could not give full Okcdience. 

Ic is an unuſual —_ have infinuations, (though fancied never {© 
clear) (crewed up to High- Treaſon ; ſeeing theſe Infinuations may be 
only then unjuſt ph never given: butthat an inlinuation that a man 
cannot give full bedience to Gay thing that is commanded by a Law 
ſhould be Treaſon, is beyond all degree of admiration, ſeeing that all 
the Papiſts in Scotland, ( not to mention the Lord Commithoner him- 
ſclt ) do give more than clear infamuations, even plain and potave pro- 
teſhon, that they cannot give lull obedience to allthe Laws, and 'it were 
well it they were but halt ſo Loyal asthe Earl, and were deſirous to groe 
obedience «s far «s they can: bur it is far otherwile; they orally to 
ſubſcribe the Confeſſn ( though with the late Ex on, I ſuppoſe, 
they will not ſtick at it) they refrain from the Publick Worſhip efta- 
bid by many expreſs Laws, and yet they are not profecuted as 

raytors. 

Butthough this be called a Libel, I can {ce nothing but Modeſty and 
Loyalry in it, being qualified with tholewords, which the Charge omirs, 
viz. to endeavour in bu tation, and in a lawful way, fuch Alterations as 
might be repugnant to his Lovaley. And if it had been a Libel why 
was i {© freely received, when he ofter'd it firſt in the Council? It was 
accepted and entertain'd, and his Oath given to him with that Expla- 
nation, only it —— when he was called _— 

2 c 


of a Libel, focing it was 
Lordfhips ro himſclf, 
of the Tender- 
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it in his ſenſe: And-again, it the Oath be doubrfal, and may have many 
lutcrpretations, there's 60 way to ſecure the Legitlator that the T aker 
teccives it in his ſenſe,» ithout the molt explicit Explanation of his meca- 
ning : How ſhall the Legnflator be ſure that the Oarh is takew.in bu ſenſe, 
when the dubious drawing of the Oath makes it uncenain what is the 
Legiſlator's ſenſe : Laws can never bold Equivocators and mental Reſer- 
vers; they are theanly men whom he can be lure of, who will deal fair- 
ly, ind above board, and let him know, thus far he may be (ure of me, 
thus far will I ſwear, and no father: Nor can it be laid, that O:ths are 
to no pur3oſe, it they be not to all purpoſes ; tor they never ought to b: 
uled to evil paryoſes, to infnarc men, to halter their Coniciences, or ſlip 
dubious Oath-over their Foo drhcn ill cheap, So now we haye you 
hard and faſt, you arc bound tarcher then you dicanm'd of, you mult 
do thus and thus or be pcrjured. 

5. A turther aggravating conlequence is, I hat hereby the Legiſlative 
Power « taken from the Impoſer, and fetled upon the Taker of the Oh, and 
fo be i atbowed tobe the Legiſlator 3 which « not only an open, and violent de- 
priving of hu Majofties Aits of Parliament, but u likewiſe 4 ſerling of the 
Legiflutive Power uj on private Subjetts, who are to take ſuch Oaths : This 
is the Reaſoning of men who live very remote from the Sun, and too 
near the Arftick Circle. For 1. the Judgment which the Swearcr uſes, is 
nothing but that of diſcretion for brſeff, not of Legiſlation for others. He 
that rakes an Oath in that which be judges the wuc ſenſe, docs not im- 
poſe his Senſe upon the whole Nation : the former is his Perſonal Ihr 
viledge, the latter peculiar to the Legiſlator : It the Earl of Argyſe bad 
faid, I rake the Oath in this ſenſe, and I command all men whatever rw 
take ir in the ſame ſcnſc I have hereby umpolcd, there had been forme 
colour for this Imputation, 

And-if it be truc, toexpliin an Oath be to ſettle the Legiſlative Power 
in him that ex; lains it, then it is moſt evident, that the Secret Council 
have wo themſclves the Legiſlative Power, who have ( not as 
the Earl of Argyle interpreted it, cach for himſelf, but) impoſed a ſenſe in 
which-all Arch-biſhops and Biſhops are bound to adminilter it, and ſuch 
a ſenſe tooas plainly ruines the Contefbon of , the old Standard of 
Proteſtancy ins Scot/ard, and thexclore. may be preſumed contrariant to 
th2meaning ofthe Parhament,whoin their Te# deſigned the Confirming 
and Eſtabliſhing of the Proteſtant Religion,as profeſſed in the Confeihion. 

6. It is charged on the Earl, T hat he declares, be rakes the Oath þ far 
only as it vs content with it ſelf, and the; Proref ant Religion. lo which 
Charge, the word ( any )-is added, which'E bod noc jo the Earl's : and 
that is a word of great Importance: for as the Eats words lic, Itake it 


in 
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in ſo far as its confitent with it. felf and the Proteft.nt Religion, may bear 

no worſe ſenſe than this, It the Zeb be throught confilteng with both 

theſe, then I take it through/y: which docs not necellarily ſuppoſe any in- 

eonfiltency : and if there be a Suppoſition, I hope an Hypotheſis is nor 

High- 1 reaſon : but the word { only ) added in the Charve implics, a Sup- 

ion of ſome aftual inconliſtency with it (clf, orche Baligien ; ſothat 
in the Charge bas cither inyidiouſly repreſ-ntgd, or injuri COr- 

ruptcd the wor:isal che Earl. And I hope this Charge or Indiftment is 
not eſtabliſhed by Ak of Parliament, but that it may be lawful ro ex- 

amine it. 

Therze is yet ſomething further,and pcrbaps mare material to be cbſcr- 
ved; namely,that the Earl deals no otherwiſe with the 7e#,than the Privy 
Council deals with the Confeſſon of Faith.in which nevertheletsthe Prote- 
fant Rehgion is as rauch concerned as in the Te#, The Council declare, 
That by the Teft we do not ſwear to every Clue therein (the Confellion) 
contained, but only to the True Protejtant Religion, &c. If then it be lawtul 
to ſwear ro the Confeſſwn (© far only as "tisagrecable ro the ProceſtantRe- 
ligion and the Ward af God, ts equally Lwhu) tw ſwear ro the Tr# fofar 
only as 'tis agrecable to the Proteſtant Religion: Nay, the Earl is more 
{paring, OS out the Ward Orly, which the Council has added 
in their Declaration, aud the Indiftment ſupcr-added to the Earl's. 

7. The Indictment, proceeds. with an Inference from this laſt Clauſe 
of the Earl's Explanatory. T hat it is. « dawn-right dep aving of the Att 
of Parhament, and hhewiſe 4 miſcontruing of his Miiely and the P.rha- 
ments Proceedings, and a miſrepreſenting to the Feople, in the higheft De- 
gree, and in the Tendere# Points wherein they Le concerned ; and implying, 
that the King and ParLament bave done things incon'}tent with the Prote- 
fam Felgion, 

Which pait althe Charge is drawn very ſtrangely, Þ © a down-right 
depraying—-L-pling— that is to lay, that what a man ſays by In /i- 
ration and indiretty, he ſpeaks ir down-right and direflly. Bur, if the 
Words be not ſtrained, and diſtorted from thicir plain and genuine 
Meaning, there is neither down-right nor implicue Depravation of tc 
King or Parliamerc, of their Inccnwors,, Procetgiiios,” ot otherwite : 
For, all theſe hard Conlequences arc och cred | (SAI the Decla- 
—— the _ Fr wy calily a _— dr -of his 

p's, wi ons, lotcrences, ons, Which it. is nor 

to torciee,, or to prevent cralry Lawyers from making. © The 
Charge confelles, That « Tef. was untended for the ſecyring of the Pro- 
tata Religion... Agfar as the, Teitaniwers, that Erid which may be (for 
ought the Earl has laid mw the contrary 3 emre(y and throughty, lo far - 
| cares 
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* takes ir, that is exttrely and throughly; but fo far as any- 
ave the Fai fox "which rs impented þ he tes a0 dla, o 
n) Uſe ; for "tis whe End that gives ty and Value wo 
Now, as the Coancil hath interpreted Mt, irs no Mcans 
the Proteſtarit Religion : For, what is that Proceſtant Religi 
is deſigned to be fecured > and where rhay we find it? If 
in the Word of God 4 That's true: but it's as true wo, that all 
will reerend go be found there : If irbe faid in the Corfeſſin, the 
cils Explanation exprefly tells ys, That the Teſt requires us 
ſwear to every Clauſe or Projo tion therein ; and 'ds as true, that 
usnot to which Clautes we are to twear, and which not: and 
we are turn'd oft to the former Gerieraliry, as it lies in the Scripmute, 
which will never ſecure the Proteſtant Keligion againſt the Inroads 
and Inchroachmems of Papifts and Pohery: 

8. It is farther charged upon him; T hat be means not by taking the 
ſaid Teft, to bind up himſelf, from wiſhing and endeavouring any Aherati- 
on he ſhall think fit, for the advantage of the Church or State, And it 
cannot be realonably thought, chat any true Subjett rook it with any 
other meaning ; for no Man when he docs a good Work, intends to 
abridge himſelf of doing another ; and ſcreing Tis impotlible for the 
Wir or Fore-ſight of man to foreſee what may farther emerge neceſ> 

to be enaCfted for the Adv of Church-or State : no man can 

ly fo rye himſelf, but that he always be at Liberty to du hs 
duty to the Church and State. 

it deſervcs a Remark, that the Proſecutors here forgor, or clic 

voluntarily omitted, that which would have cleared the Earl's Inten- 
tions, namely, that he limits his Endeavours to his Station and a lew- 
ful Way ; and if it be Treaſon to endeavour any Alteration for the 
benefit of the Church and Stare in a lawfa/ way, and when a man adts 
in his Place and Station, all mens hands are ryed up from 
the true Ends of their Allegiance. 

And yet ſee how unmercifully theſe Words arc rand, 


* It was deſigned (fairh. rhe ) by the faid AR of Parlja- 
* ment and the Oarh, aaa any Annes 
© of the Government in Church or Stare, &s it is ©ow eftabliſh- 
ed : to which I ay, 

1. If the Prints becrue this is not tree : for rhe Teſt lays, nor to endea- 
dcayour any Altcratien in the Grorranent, cher is Claarh , &c. The 
Earl's P fays, To endeavour any Alteration to "the Adwar- 
tage of Church or State. The e fays, The AR of Pat 


liamcnt deligned, That no Man ſhou endeavour any —*- 
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"Of thi Gremrment, cithet in Church or Srate : Now then, the Teſt 

oblges not againſt an exdeaverin/ an alteration in the Cepernnacnt, 
"but of rhe Government : The Earl neither —_— himſelf as bound ro 
make atrerarion cither in ths Government, or of the Geyernmwent 3 But an- 
iy wendeavor akeration for the Advantage of both z and yer the Charge 
would infinuate, that he had reſerved ro himſelf a laticude and liber- 
ey by his Interpreracion to make an Alteration of che Government is ſelf : 
There may be ſore Alteration made in 4 Government, which is no Alre- 
ration of the Government, the ſpecies or kind or Government may con- 
<muc the ſame, and yet there may be ſome Amendments in particular 
contrived, bur- however the Earl reſerves to himſelf a Power only to 
make Alreration for the Adventage-of the Government, in Churchand 
State, which may be done, and his ends anſwered without any Alte- 
rations, or of the Governwene. A Houſe may be repaired, a rotren Beam 
removed, a found one inſerted, and yet the Model, the Ground-plar, 
the Foundation,” Walls, Roof continue the ſame. 

And therefore the cloſe of the Charge is moſt horrid : Tet yow not only 
declared your ſelf, but by your Example invited others to think themwſel ver looſed 
from that Obligation, and that it u free for them to makg any Alteration in 
exther as you think fir: To which ſurely the Earls Cannſel would anſwer. 
x. That the Earl never pretended to be at liberty ro make any Alteration 
as be ſoordd think br. But as he thought for the Adventage of Church 
and Srare z where he does not limit himſelf by hu own thinkengs, but the 
Churches, and Srares Advantage, and Benefits 2. That he invited others 
by bis Example todo the ſame, 1s not cautelouſly ſpoken; fo he decla- 
red for b elf, he explained the Oath for humfelf, and for himſelf only, 
and if any other ſhould follow his precedent Example, that is but a con- 
tingency, and to be made a Traitor for the contingent Iſues of a Mans 
words or ations, 11ſomerhing, for which civilized Nations, want a 
Name. 3. As the Earlis charged with theſe High Cr.mes,fo the [nftizge- 
ring Clanſes, with which he mollifed all harſene(s of exprethon, and en- 
deavored to prevent miſconſtrudtion are atrerly omitred, as that he 
would not bind up himſelf in his Station, and ina lawful way to endea- 
vor ſuch Alterations, ag xhat he foreprized our of thoſe Alteranonsall 
evil oncs, and yeild himelf roſuch,; and ſuch only as might be for the 
Advantage of Church and'Scate, and ſuch as were repugnant to his Loy- 
alry ( as « Subjett ) and the Proteſtant Religion(as a Chriftian.) 

(9)The laſt partof the Charge * that he concluded with theſe words. 

[ And 


(34) 
[*And this [ anderſtand ai 4 part of my Oxth. pon which words the Advo- 
care General deſcants, with great conceit no deubt of his own abifirics, 
Which ( ſays he ) is not only an [nnovation upon the Logilative Power, aif 
it were lawful for you, to make TIY AF of Parbament fince he 

can make any part of an Alt can make the whole, Power, and Amnthericy in 
both being the ſame, and now we expected 4 Batt, "Tis net anly o atd fo, 
but nothing. Yet if it be ſo though not «fe, it's enough ro hang many a 
Man, but what if it be not ſo? - then her'es a long Charge withour 
matrer. But I ſuſpet that Integrity of the Prints, clicof the ſenſe of 
the Alts beyond Tweed be no more intelligible than this laſt Clauſe, they 
muſt either be explained, or never obeyed by any that are norreſotred 
toruſh through thick, and thin, He that interpers an Oath, ſuppoſes 
that his Interpretation is 4 Part of the Oath, but not aw additional part, 
or a part of his own adding, bur ſuch a part asreally and in truth is 
within the Aft it lf, and only wants ſome Will and Wiſdomro draw 
it out : The ſenſe of the Law is the Law, for Lerrers, Syllables, Words, 
without meaning can be no Law- to the Subjeft, no more than Scotch- 
men can dance to their own Bag-pipes when they give an indiftin& 
and uncertain Sound: If then the ſenſe, and meaning be obſcure, and 
the SubjeRt ſhall rell what he thinks in the caſe, they are cither to re- 
fuſe the ſenſe or accept it, if they it "ris rheir ſenſe, or rather the 
ſenſe of the Law, not the private Perſons ; if they reject ir, there is no 
harm done, but the vexation of a poor Man fo not ſwearing he knows 
not'whar. 


Chap. 6. of the Earl of Argyles Tryal, 
His Speech and Convittion, 


LJ*-" Monday the t2th of December 1681. the Day of his Compea- 
rance,the Lords of fufticiary being aflembled in the Morning,before 
Ten the Earl was brought to his Pannelpn rhe firſt place the Lord Advs 
cate produced his Commiſſion from His Majeſty, and the Comne:l for rhe 
Froſecution of the ſaid, which ( as he ſaid Yhe- reſolved ro do with the 
greateſt Moderation of Spirit imaginablezthe Libel,Charge, orIndictmenc 
was then Read,founded on ſeveral Starures,againſt Leiſing making,aad 

miſrepreſenting the Kings, and Pariiaments meanings, as more at ta 
is to be ſeen yo Indifhment it (elf, to which the Reader is —_ 
Hereupon the Earl made an Elegant Speech in vindication of himſelf, 
wherein 
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('35.) 
wherein he gives a ſhort Narrative of his Life, his Loyalty, bur be 
cauſe we ma i 1-4 heats end tn2m:; ler the 
Reader peruſe the Speech it [elf 


The Speech of the Earlef ARGYLE at h# TRIAL on the 
12th, of December 1681. 


My Lord Juſtice General and Rema. 
neat Honourable Lords of Jufſticiary 
[ Look upon it as the undoubred Privilege of the meaneſt Subject, to 
in his own words in rhe moſt benign Senſe. 
even when Perſons are under an evil Charater,the miſconſtrutti. 
on of words, in themſelves not ill,can only amount to Preſumprion gr 
Aggravation, and nota Crime. Bur iris ſtrangely alledged ( as well 
as impoſſible ro make any that knows me believe) that I could intend a- 
ny thing, but what was honeſt and honourable, ſuitable to the Prin 
ir wo of my Religion and Loyalty, though I did not explain my (elf ax 
al 


My Lord, pray be not offended, that I take up a lictle of your time 
to tell you, 1 have from my youth made it my bulinz(s to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty faithfully; and have conſtantly ro my power,appeared in his ſervice, 
eſpecially in all cimes of difhculrty ; and have never joyned, nor complied 
with any Intereſt or Party, contrary to his Majeſties Authoriry,but have 
all along ſerved him in his own way, without a frown from his Majeſty 
theſe thirry years. 

As ſoon as | palled the Schools and Colledges,l went to travel to France 
and /raly in the beginning of the year 1647. and continued abroad rill 
the end of the year 1649. 

My firſt appearance uw the World, was to ſerve his Majcſty, as Col- 
lonel of h.s Fuot-guard ;aod though at that time all the Commithons 
were given by the then Parhamenr,yet Iwould not ſerve withour a Com- 
miſſhon from his Majeſty, which I have (t:]] che Honour to have by me. 

Af.er the misfortune of Woreefter, I continued in Arms for his Ma- 
jeſtics ſervice, when Scorfand was over run with the Uſurpers, and was 
alone wit! forme of my Friends in Arms, in the year 1652 and did then 
keep up ſome appearance of Oppotition to them by taking (cveral of the 
Caltles they had gariſoned n Argileſrire ;and raking and killing three 
hundred of rhem ut one day. Atrer which, I joyncd with thoſe his Ma- 
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jeſty had Commiſſioned, and ſtood out to the laft, rill the Earl of Aid. 
d/:ton his. Majeſties Lieuetenant General gave me order to capitulete, 
which I did without any other engagement ro the Rebels, bur bail ro live. 
peaceably ; and did at my capitularing, relieve ſeveral Priſoners by ex- 
change,whereof my L. Granerdout of the Caſtle of Edenberes jb wasone, 

Is ir not well known that | was impriſoned by the Uſurpers, who was ſo 
jealous of me, that contrary to their faith, they ſeized one, and 
me from Priſon to Priſon, till his Majeſties happy Refſtauration, only be- 
cauſe I would not engage not to ſerve him, though there was no Oath' 
required ? 

do with all Gratirnde acknowledge his Ma jefties Bounty and Royal 
Favours tq me when, I was purſued the Parliament in the year 
1662, His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed not ro ſend me down in any 
opprobrious way, but upon a bare verbal Bail, = which | came down 
Poſt, and preſented my ſelf a fortnight before rhe rime ; and having ſa- 
risfied his Majeſty at that rime, of myenrire Loyalty, 1 did not offer ro 
lead by Advocates, and his Majeſty was not only pleaſed ro pardon my 
ife, and to reſtore meto a Title and Forrune, bur ropur mein truſt in 
his Service in the moſt eminent Judicarories of the Kingdom,and to heap 
Favours upon me b*yond whatever Ldid, or can deſerve, though | hope 
his Majeſty hath always found me faithful and rhankful, and ready to 
beſtow all { have, or can have, for his Service ; and1 hope he never hed; 
nor never ſhall have ground to repent any Favour he harh done me: If 
I were now guilty of the four Crimes libelled, 1 ſhould think my ſelfa 
great Villain. . 

In th: Proſecution of the Story of my Life in the year 1666, when the 
Rebellion broke our, that was repreſſed at Fenland Hills, upon a bare 
Advertiſement from the now Lord Archbiſhop St. Andrews, withour any 
order either from the Council or General, the intercourle being ſtopped; 
d'd I not bring together about rwo thouſand men, and ſent a Gentleman 
to General Dazlyel, offering ro joyn with him, if the Rebellion had nor 
preſently been happily cruſhed? And when 1 mer with conſiderable 
trouble from my Neighbours rebelliouſty in Arms, and bad Commiſſions 
both in publick- and privare accounts, have Inat carried durifully ro his 
Majeſty, and done what was commanded witha juſt Moderation, which 
Ican prove under the Hands of mine Enemies, and by many infallible 
Demonſtrations? 

Pardon me yet a few wotds. Did 1 not in this preſent Parliament 
ſhew 
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ſhew my re adinefh to ſerve His Majeſty and the Royal Farvily in aſſerting 
vigoroully the Linea Succeſſion of the Crown, and had a care to 


have it in the i 
I had intereſt ? Feel oor er emring goopes pplies to His Majeſty & his 

? And did I not concur to bind the Lanlords for their Tenants, 
h Iwas mainly concerned + And havel not always kep't my Te- 
in obedience ro His Majeſty ? 

I fay all chis not to arrogarte any thing to my ſelf for doing what 1 was 
in Honour and Duty bound to his Majeſty ; But if after all this, upon no 
other ground, but words that were ſpoken in abſolute Innocence, and 
without the leaſt deſign, except for clearing my own Conſcience, and 
that are not capable of the ill ienſe. wreſted from them by the Libel, I 
ſhould be further rraubled, what aſſurance can any of the greateſt Qya- 
liry, Truſt, or Innocence have, that _ are ſecure, eſpecially conſi- 
dering, that ſ@ many ſcruples have been ſtarred, as all know, not only 
by many of rhe Orthodox Cray. but by whole Presbyreries, Synods, 
and ſome Biſhops,which were thought ſo conſiderable, that an eminent 
Biſhop did take the pains to write a Treatiſe (which was read in Council, 
and allowed to be Prinred, and a Copy given to me), which contains ex- 
preſſions that may be ſtrerched to a worſe ſenſe than I am charged for. 
Have | not ſhewed my Zeal to all the ends of the Teſt * How then can lr 
he imagined, that | haye any ſiniſter. deſign in any thing that | have aid? 
If I had done any thing contrary to che whole courſe of my Life, which 
I hope ſhall nor be found, yer one Att might pretend rn be excuſed by a 
Habit. Bur nothing being queſtioned bur rhe ſenſe of words miſcon- 
ſtrued ro the greateſt height, avd. ſtretched ro imaginary inclinations, 
quite contrary to my ſcape and delign ; and fo far contrary, not oaly to 
my Senſe, bur Principles, Intereſt and Duty, that 1 hope,my Lord Ad- 
vocate will think he hath gone too far in this Prigeſs, and ſay plainly 
what he knows to be true by his acquaintance with me, both in publick 
and private, that lam acither Pap: nor Phanatick, bur am truly Loyal 
in my Principles and Practice, 

The hearing of this Libel would trouble me beyond moſt of the Suf*? 
ſerings of my Life, if my Innocence did not ſuppore me, and the hopes 
of being viadicared of this and other calumnies before this publick and 
Noble Auditory. 

Hrave my. Defences to theſe Gentlemen that plead forme: They 
know my lanocence, and how grourdle(s rhat Libel is, 1 ſhall only fay, 
as 


(WV) 


As my Li bas berg mote Haar tn Heing ing for his Ma: 
AN Narever bo the event of this proceſs, relive, wi brearhe, 
ro be [gyal and fairhful ro his Majeſty ; and whether 1 live publickly or 
in obſcurity, my head, my hearr, nor my hand, ſhall never be wanri 
where | can be uſeful ro his Majefties ſervice; and whileT live, and when 
I die, I ſhall pray, that God Almighty would bleſs his Majeſty with a 
long, happy and proſperous Reign, and that the Lineal Legal Succelfors 
of the Crown, may continue Monarchs over all His Majeſties Doryini. 
oi1s, and be Defenders of the cre Primitive Chriſtian Apoſtolick Catho- 
lick Proteſtant Religion, while Sun and Moon endure. 


'T*E Earl gave in to the Court a Lerrer under the Kings Hand, (if not 
written wholly with His Majefties own Hand ) wherein His Ma- 
jelty declares his great confidence in the ſaid Earl ; afid ahother by the 
Earl of Middleton to the ſame effeft; Argyle deſired rhey might be recor- 
ded, which was not granted, yet it was agreed rhat they ſhould be 
read, after this Sir George Leckavt anſwered the Libel, and for about 
three hours time labored ro prove the Irrelevancy ; alleaging that it 
was impoſſible that a Mans exynerating of his Conſcience, could be 
Leaſing-making z or that hig declared private meaning, could give 
' Laws toothers, and ſo come under the Srartite againſt private 
making Laws to beget miſunderſtanding betwixt rhe King, and his Peo- 
ple. The Kings Advocate, anſwered to his Pleadings, and labored to 
ſupport and back the Libel Sir George Lockart feplyed upon him, and it 
was thought by many m—_— erſons there preſent, that he had 
cleared up matters beyond all poſſibiliry of a Rejoynder. 

Sir Jobn Datrimple made a very excellent Diſcourſe of the Nature of 
Oathe, thus were matters argued pro, and con rill about nine a clock 
at night ; when all Perſons were diſinifled, exceþrt the Lords of [uſticia- 
r;, Whoſate till near rwoa Clock in the Morning, To diſcuſs the Rele- 
vancy: upon Tx:{day in the Afternoon, the Lords declared rhe Defences 
Relevant, asto the Earl in reſpect of the Perjury (ot which it ſeemes 
he was allo indicted } bur they rejetted all his Defences, Duplies, &c, 
as to High Treaſon, and Leaſrng- making. 

The Kings Advocate then proceeded to the proof of the Fatt, it was 


proven that he gave ip that Paper z by the Depolitiozs of the Clerks of 
the Council, and . the Laird of Landie, "ris reportey that twoof the 
Lerds of fuſticiary diſſented in the Relevancy. 


And 
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The Lard feſtive generet,demanded of the Earl if he would proye his 
defence againſt rhe Perjwry; or if he would Object anything againſt the 
witneſſes or the er He anſwered that he had by his Advocates ſaid e- 
noug b, as he conceived againit'rhe Relevancy, but fince. t 
was found he would give their farther rroub 
cicher with making oo — ainſt Evidence or fury, nor feek ns 
bel ofthe pole Per g Lrom her nrh ye of crimes of a far 

it was oerved that Sr. e Lockart wirh the 
che arte Comeiwents not ſpeak & w to the Court of 
Jury. After rhe was adjudged Treaſonable; Herewpon the Taty 
wasencloſtd,and after ſore hours retremenr they returned, and brought 
in the Earl of Argyle guilty of the High Treaſons aid to his are. 

Ic is ſaid that eight 'or nihe Advocates who were of the Earls Counſil 

( amongſt which were tho rwo learned Perſons Sir George Lockart, and 
to John Datrimple) gave it nnder their Hands that the Paper given into 
the Council by the Earl of ledid not import any treaſonable Matter, 
which Fat of cheirs ( "tis faid ) is foill reſenred, thar the Lords of rhe 
Privy Council have appointed the Eart of Athel, theLord Prefident 
of the Sefſhons, the Lord Coltington, and forme orhers,tocxamine what 
the ſubſcribed Paper may import -of ſcandal againſt the Governmenr. 

And thus have we Condutted the Earl of Argyle through his Tryal to 
his Conviftion ; there now remains nothing bur his Condemranation and 
ms nd unleſs His Majeſty upona mature Conſideration of all cir- 

ſhall pleaſe to grant him his gracious Pardon, 


7. Chap. 
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El of Scorle why to take the Teff-cath; 


He Earl of 5 is het alone in his queRtiorſing Sond 
raking che ON Girbond kmirations, and dur I' find 
many eminent Perſons amongſt the confirming Clergy ,vho! haye nee / 
with the ſame or greater Difficulties, which that may evidence [| thall 
faithfully give.che Reader a Copy of a certain Manaſcript drewrn op by 
them in the following words. oy | If. 
Ground; upon which fome of the Cotfermed Miniſters ſcrupli ts take the Th 


Grounds wherupon ſome of the Conformed Miniſters ſeruple- to 
take the Teft 


Irſt , paſſing by, the Danger of Oarhs, when preſſed & generally, 
F be pr gru leaſt rendernefs ordinarily ſwallow them eaſily, and 
make ſmall Conſcience of obſerving them , whilſt rhey-chat fear Oarhs, 
are hardly induced to take ther, and by their ftrit obſerrance make 
themſelves a Proy, . we think jt ſtrange that this Qath ſhould be Injoyned 
to us,who canno the ſuſpected rationally w incline cither to Phanaticilm 
orPopery,ſince by our Subſcriptions to the Oath of Supremacy andCano- 
nical obedience, we have ſufhciently purged our ſelves of thefirſt, and by 
our refuting Popiſh Errors daily in our Pulpirs do ſhew an utrer abhor- 
rence of the other, and further, ſince meerly our owning of Epiſcopal 
Government, has begort and ſtill increaſes in the minds of our People, 
Tuch an Averſhon from and diflike of us, we would have expetted that 
our ſpiricural' Fathers would not have expoſed us to greater loathi 
and contempt by ſuch Engagements 4 which although it ſhould be 

ranted to be cauſcleſs unjuſt. Yet we think our ſelves bound to 

un it, that our Miniſtry may be the more taking with them, ſince 
the thing prefſed a__ us, 4s neither abſolutely neceſlary, nor 'yec fo 
evident in what i» allerted for trath,as may incourage us for tounder ty 
their Prejudice conceived thereupon, and finally, fince it is known that 
objuring the Covenant did hinder many Miniſters zo conform, and Peo- 
ple to joyn in Ordinances diſpented by Confarmilts, avd our Parlia + 
ments had hitherto ſhewed ſuch civil Moderation as to free us from the 
Declaration,we cannot look at it, but as bad and fatal that our Church 
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(4t) 
gn this Rock; which” may occaſion irs ſplitting, and 
ing this former Evil create new Flames. 
| as we wiſh for the ſuppreſſing of the Growth of Popery, 
a more particular way had been made uſe of, even for the diſcovering 
offuch, as arc of no publick Truſt, fo we cannot but regr«tehir this Teſt 
has been © framed, as ro divide the found ſober Presbiterians amongſt 
themſelves, whereby our Common Enemics are gratify'd , and; the 
crue Faith | ered, we being perſwaded that there are many Pres- 
biterians in the Kingdom, Gentlemen, Miniſters and others ; who can- 
not in conſcience rake this Teſt, who yet do dayly come and are ready 
to Joyne with us in Ordinances. We think it had been fitter to have 
condeſcended ſomething for gaining of ſuch, then to have pur ſuch a 
brand upon them, which may more alienate them and weaken us. 
Thirdly, that Confeſhon of Faith Recorded in the firſt Parliament of 
King James the 6th, has ſome things in it, which may ſcare the Swear- 
ing to it without Limitation, as 1ſt, Section the 15th. it Aſſerts thoſe 
to be evil works, which are done not only contra, but preter verbum 
Dei, 2dly, Seftion the 25th. It Aﬀerts ſuch as reſiſt the Supream Pow- 
er, doing that which pertains to his charge, and whileſt he vigilently 
Travels Sr his ofhce, s reſt the Ordinances of God, which Clauſes 
may bear an encluſive ſence, eſpecially when in the er\1 Section, it is 
d among good works to ſuppreſs Tyranny, 3dly, Scettion the 
x5th, Jeſus Chriſt is Aﬀerred to be the only Head and Law-giver of his 
Kick: and ir is counted Blaſphemy for Angels or Men to Intrude them+- 
{clves into the ſaid Honor and Office, 4th. Seftion the 23th. on the- 
Sacrament, Popiſh Paptiſm is denycd as to its vallidity, ard Fopiſh 
Prieſts denycd to be true Miniſters, whichexprefſions if narrowly ſcan- 
ned, will be found of dangerous Conſequence, and contradictory to 
other Poſitions in the Teſt ir (elf, 

. Fourthly, we fear that our People may look on us rather as 
Countenancers and Incouragers, then ſuppreſlers of Popery, ſecing by 
the Att we are obliged to dilate yearly in October ſuch as withdraw 
frdm our Miniſtry, that they may be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrates, 
& yetby the ſame Act, The Kings lawful brother and ſons in perpe- 
ram are Exempt from taking the Teſt, and conſequently left at Liter- 
ty to be Papiſts or Proteſtances,and what bad Influence the Example may 
have.on Inferior People may eaſily be apprehended, and our raking 
the Teſt will be reputed an approving ot that exemption, which will 

| be 
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be more ſtumbling. That all former As againſt Papyſts were made 
without any Exemption, and them all declared ro be ; Whoem- 
braced not the Reformed Religion, particularly in the-47 Att of the 
third Parliament of James the 6th, and the 8th. AQt of the firſt Parlia- 
ment of Charles the 2d. * 

Fifthly, we are ro ſwear that there lyes no Obligation on —_— 
tue of the late Covenants, or any other-Manner of way ro yor 
the change of the Government, either in Churoh or Stars, as-it is e« 
ftabliſhed by law, where we ſuppoſe we areſwornnot only romeaineain 
Monarchy, but alſo as our Law ryes us inthe prefent line, and in the 
neareſt akin to our preſent King, altho they ſhould be Papiſts, alto 
we Judge the Coronation Oath in the 8th Att of the 1ſt. Parliamenrof 
_ the 6th to be contraditory, which yet is a ſtanding unrepealed 
aw, fince this currant Parſjament hath -ratifted and: confirmed all Ats 
made in favor of the Proteſtant Religion, whereof this is one; fo that 
we {wear contradictions. 

Sixthly, as for the Church Government, as it is now eftabliſht by 
Law, there hath not been, nor are yet wanting ſfound- Proteftants; 
who Aſſert the 7us divinums of Epiſcopacy, ſuch could noein capſtience 
take this Oath, ſeeing the King by virtueof his Prerogartive arid Sapre- 
macy is impowered by Law to diſpoſe of: rhe External Government; 
ard Policy of the Church, as he pleaſes, as-for ſuch as look upon E- 
piſcopal Government, as indifferent in” it ſelf; Notwithſtanding the 
ſubmiſſion that we give to it, or have- Ingaged for, they can as little 
{wear on theſe rerms, for why ſhould chey {wear neverto endeavor to 
alter that whichin it ſelf they look upon as alterable, there being no 
indifferent thing which in traCt of rime through the Corruption of Men, 
do not prove hurtful, and why might not men in their Station endea- 
vor the Refreſhing by fair means, any ſuchevil, and adviſe his Maje- 
fty if he be willing to enert the power ſerled on him-by the law; for 
freeing the Church from any Inconveniency, and altho we have = 
ged to obey Biſhops, yet we ever did wiſh thar they may be ferled a” 
mongſt us in'a way more ſuitable ro the primitive times, viz, Thar: 
their number might be more encreaſed, that they might be- called by 
the Church alenarly to that office and thart-they might be made liable- 
to the Cenſure of the Church for their DoCtrme life and Diligence, 
that they might not be ſuch pragmatical Medlers in Civil affairs, and 
that Synods and Presbiteries might haye more power then is Afſfigned- 
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them by the Att of Reſtitution, from the ſeeking a Remedy in any of 
which things, this Oath doth tye us up. 

Sev the power given to the King by the preſentlaws, if he 
ſhould be poprſh fhould be very prejudicial tothe Proteſtant Intereſt, 
for by the firſt At of the 2d Parliament of Cherler the 2d he may rot 
anly - diſpoſe of rhe external Policy of the Church, bat may Emir ſuch 
atts ing the Perſons imployed therein, in all Eccleſiaſtical 

ings and Marrers to be treated therein, which he ſhall think 
fit, this Att only publiſhed moteclficeel his SubjeRts, and by the 
Act for a National Lynod, no Doctrinal Matter may be propoſed, de- 
bated or concluded in that his expreſs Allowance, in the aforeſaid cauſe 
i is cafily ro divioe, what Advantage the Enemies of our Religion will 
have tor the overturglog of all. 


Hoe Ithacns velit & magno merientar Atride. 


The Concluſion, 
That nothing may be wanting togive a thorongh light into this dark 
Aﬀair, 1 thought it not amiſs ro recommend to the Reader, 
The A# 
Anent Religion, and the Teft 
At Edinburgh the laſt day of Augaft. 168 r, 


ACT Anent RELIGION, and the TEST. At Edin- 


burgh the /aft day of Auguſt, One thouſand fix hundred 
eighty and one, 


T HE WHICRDAY , Osr Severign Lord with His Eſtates of Parliament, 
Confidering i hat albeir, by many wholfome Laws made by his 
Royal Grandfather, and Father of glorious memory, and by himſelf, in 

« this, and His other Farliaments ſince His happy Reſtauration, the Pro- 
teſtaor Religion is carefully aſſerted eſtablithed and ſecured, againſt 
Popery. and Phanaticiſm : Yer the reſtles Adverfaries of our Religion, 
donor ceaſe to propagate their errours, apd to ſeduce His Majeſties Sub- 
jets from their duty to God, and Lovalty to his Vice-gerenr,. and to 
aycrturne the cltabliſhed a by 4ntroducing their Superſtitions 
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and deluſions, into hisChurch and Kingdom. And knowing that.no- 
thing can more encreaſe the numbers and confidence of Papiſts, and 
Shiſmaticald.fſenters from the Eſtabliſhed Church, then the ſupine neg- 
le& of putring in execution the good Laws provided againſt them, roze- 
ther with theie co inſinuare themſelves into Offices and Places of 
Truſt and publick Imployment. THEREFORE, His Majeſty, from his 
Princely and pious zeal, ro maintain and preſerve the Proteſtant Relj- 
gion, contained in the Confesfion of Faith, recorded in the firſt Parliament 
of King fame: the ſixth, which is founded on, and agreeable rorhe writterr 
Word of God ; DOETH, with advice and conſent of His Eſtates of Par- 
liamenr, Require and Command,all His Officers, Judges,and Magiſtrars, 


to put the Laws made againſt Popery, -and Papiſts-Prieſts, Jeſurts, and * 


all perſons of any other Order in the Popiſh Chur( eſpecially againſt 
ſayers and hearers of Ma(s ; Venders and diſperiers of forbidden Books; 


And Refſſetters of Popiſh Prieſts, and excommunicat Papiſts : As alſo, a- - 


gainſt all Phanarick Separatiſts 'from tljis National Church ; Againſt 
Preachers at Houſe, or Field Conventicles, and the Refferters, and 
harbourers of Preachers, whoare Intercommuned ; Againſt difordecly 
Baptiſms, and Mariages, and irregular Ordinations, and all othgy Shif 
martical diſorders, to full and vigorous execution, according tothe Te- 
nor of the Reſpettive Atts of Parliament therean=nt provided: And thar 
His Maj-ſties Princely care to have theſe Laws pur in execution, againſt 
thoſe Enemies of the Proteſtant Religion, may the more clearly appear: 
HE DOETH, with advice and conſent forfaid, STATUT and 
ORDAIN, that the Miniſters of each Paroch, give up in Ofober 
xearly, to their reſpective Ortinaries,. rrucand exact lifts of all Papiſts, 
and Schiſmatical withdrawers from the publick Worſhip, in their reſpe- 
(tive Paroches ; which liſts are to be ſubſcribed by them, and that the 
Biſhops give in an double of the aids Lifts ſubſcribed by them, to the 
reſpettive Sheriffs, Scewards, Bailics of Royalty, and Regaliry, and Ma- 
giſtrars of Burghs, To the effett rhe ſaids Judges may proceed againſt 
them according ro Law : As alfo, the Sheriffs, and other Magif rars for- 


ſaid, are hereby ordained to give an account to His Majeſtics Privy * 


Council in Decemb-y yearly, of their proceedings againſt rhoſe Papifts, 
and Phanarical Separatiſts, as they will be anſwerable ar their higheſt 
peril. And thar the diligences done by rhe Sherifts, Bailies of Regaliries, 
and other Magiſtrars forſaids, may be the berter enquired into by rhe 
Council, the Biſhops of the reſpeftive Dioceſſes, are to ſend exaft dou- 

bles 
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bles of rhe Lifts ofthe Papiſts, and Phanaticks, to the Clerks of Privy 
Council,whereby the diligences of the Sheriffs,and other Judges forſaids, 
may be controlled and examined. And to cut oft all ho Papiſts 
and Phanaticks of their being imployed in Offices and Places of publick 
Truſt, IT 1S HEREBY STATUT and ORDAINED, that the following 
Oath ſhall be by all perſons in Offices and places of publick Truft, 
Civil, Eccleſiaſtical, and Military, eſpecially by all Members of Parli- 
ament, and all Eleftors of Members of Parliament, all Privy Counſellers, 
Lords of Sesfion, Members of Exchequer,Lords of Juſticiary, and other 
Members of theſe Zourrs ; all Officers of the Crown, and Stare; all Arch- 
Bps & Bps, and all Preachers and Miniſters of the Gofpel whatſoever;all 

_ of this Kingdom, named or to be named Commiſſioners for the 
_ $all Members of the Commiſſion for Church Aﬀairs ; all Sheriffs, 
Stewards, Bailies of Royalties and Regalities, Juſtices of the peace, 
Officers of the Mint, Commilſlars and their Depurs, their Clerks and Fiſ- 
cals, all Advocates and Procurators before any of theſe Courts, all Wri- 
rers to the Signet, all publick Nortars, and other perſons imployed in 
Writing or Agenting : The Lyon King at Arms, Heraulds, Purſevants, 
and Mc ers at Arms ; all Colle&tours, Sub-colleftours and Fermou- 
rers of jeſtie's Cultoms and Exciſe ; all Magiſtrats, Deans of Gild, 
Council! rs, and Clerks of Burghs Royal and Regality ; all Deacons of 
Trades, and Deacon- Conveeners in the aids Burghs ; all Maſters and 
Dottors in Univerſities, Colledges, or Schools; all Chaplains in Fami- 
lies, Pedagogues to Children ; and all Officers and Souldiers in Armies, 
Forts, or Militia, and all other perſons in publick Truſt or Office within 
this Kingdom, who ſhall publickly ſwear, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Oath 
as follows, v:z. The Arch Biſhops, Chief Commander of the Forces, and 
Ofhcers of the Crown and Srate, and Councellers, bcfore the Secret 
Council : All che Lords of Seſſion, and all Members of the Coiledge of 
Juſtice, and others depending upon them, before the Sefſion: The Lords 
of Juſticiary, and tho'e depending upon rhat Court, in the Juſtice Court : 
The Lords, and other Members of Exchequer, before the Exchequer, 
All Biſhops, before the Arch-Biſhops : All the Inferiour Clergy, Com- 
'! miſſars, Maſters and Do:tors of Univerfities,and Schools,Chaplains and 
Pedagogues, before the Biſhops of the reipeCtive Dioceſſes: Sheriffs, . 
Stewarts,Bailies of Royalcy and Regality, and thoſe depending on theſe 
Jurisdictions,before theſe reſpective Courts : And Provoits,Bailies and 0- 
thers of the Burgh, before the Town Council : all ColleQors and Fer- 
mourers 


| 


mourers of the 
Commiſſioners of 
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Cuſtoms and Exciſe, before the E z The 
Borders, before the Privy Council, All Juſtices 
of Peace,, before Conveener; And the ofthe Mint before 
the General of the Mint ; And the Officers of the Forces, before the Com- 
mander in Chief ;zand Common Souldiers before their reſpetive Officers, - 
The Lyon e Pivy Council ; and Heraulds, Purſevants and 
Meſſengers at Arms, before the Lyon. And His Majeſty, with conſens 
foreſaid, STATUTS and ORDAINS, that all thoſe who preſently poſſeſs 
or enjoy any of the forefaids Offices, publick Truſts, or Imployments, 
ſhall rake and ſubſcribe the following Oath,in one of the foreſaids Offices, 
in manner before preſcribed, bertwixt and the firſt of Fanwary next, which 
is to be fecorded in the Regiſters of the reſpeftive Courts, and Extratts 
thereof under the Clerks hands, to be reported to His Majeſties Privy 
Council, berwixt and the firſt of March next, One thouſand ſix hundred 
e ghry ewo, and thereafter in any other Courts, whereof they are Judges 
or Members, the firſt time they ſhall fir, or exerce in any of theſe ref: 
pettive Courts: And ordains, that all who ſhall hereafter be promoted 
to, or imployed in any of the foreſaids Othces, Truſts, or imployments 
try into, and before their exercing thereof, take and ſub- 
ath.in manner foreſaid, to be Recorded in the Regiſters 
ive Courts, and reported to His Majeſtiecs Privy Council, 
within the ſpace of fourty days after their raking the ſame: And if any 
ſhall preſume to exerciſe any of the ſaids Offices, or Imployments, or any 
publick Office, or Truſt, within this Kingdom, ( the King's lawful Bro- 
thers and Sons only excepted ) until they rake the Oath foreſaid, and 
ſub@ribe it, ro be recorded in the Regiſters of the reſpective Courts, 
They ſhall be declared incapable of all publick Truſt thereafter, and be 
further puniſhed with the lo's of their Moveables, and Liferent-Eſchear, 
the one half whereofto be given to the Informer, and the other halfro 
belong to his Majeſty, And His Majeſty, with Advice foreſaid, recom- 
mends to His Privy Council to ſee this Att put to due and vigorous Exe- 
cution, R 


